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"Standing  at  the  gate  of 
the  year" 


por'tal:  n.  Gateway,  doorway;  point  of  entry:  (Webster's). 

Much  of  this  first  issue  of  The  Portal  refers  to  change  and  new  beginnings:  in  our 
feature  article  Headmaster  Ted  Staunton  sketches  a  portrait  of  the  school  that 
reflects  its  growth  and  transition  spanning  more  than  eight  decades.  In  our  guest 
feature,  Librarian  Brenda  Halliday  brings  our  readers  inside  our  modern  library  to 
show  its  significant  role  in  the  education  of  today's  students  from  Kindergarten 
through  grade  12. 

The  formation  of  the  province  of  Manitoba  in  1870  focused  attention  on  education 
in  the  frontier  community  of  Winnipeg.  Displaying  both  initiative  and  foresight,  a 
group  of  leading  citizens  would  shape  the  future  of  later  generations  of  young 
women  with  the  establishment  of  our  founding  school,  Havergal  College,  in  1901. 

The  gateway  city  enjoyed  a  frontier  image,  but  the  determination  to  provide  a  high 
standard  of  education  for  young  women  did  not  diminish  -  a  rigorous  program  of 
studies  in  an  atmosphere  of  companionship  and  healthy  competition  challenged 
them  to  develop  to  their  full  potential. 

During  the  next  half-century  the  province  progressed  and  gained  in  maturity;  the 
school  was  a  reflection  of  both  the  growth  and  changes  taking  place.  The 
amalgamation  in  1950  of  Rupert's  Land  College  (formerly  Havergal)  and  Riverbend 
School  for  Girls  strengthened  a  long  tradition  of  quality  education.  Balmoral  Hall 
School  became  firmly  entrenched  in  the  fabric  of  the  city. 

It  was  a  harrowing  time  for  Vice  Chairman  R.  H.  G  Bonnycastle,  who,  records 
show,  was  simultaneously  concerned  with  the  problem  of  the  rising  flood  waters  of 
the  Assiniboine  River  and  the  hiring  of  a  new  headmistress. 

The  history  of  Balmoral  mirrors  the  vision  and  resolve  so  readily  identifiable  with 
the  "western  spirit."  As  our  province  has  been  the  historic  gateway  to  the  west,  so 
too  Balmoral  Hall  and  its  founding  schools  have  been  the  point  of  entry  for  an 
alumnae  association  which  presently  numbers  more  than  2,300  members.  Each 
year  the  association  welcomes  a  burgeoning  graduating  class  whose  distinctive 
contributions  to  the  school  span  the  years  from  Kindergarten  through  grade  1 2,  and 
ensure  a  continuity  of  friendship  and  loyalty. 

Today,  as  we  look  toward  the  2 1  st  century,  our  doors  open  to  young  women  from 
around  the  world;  our  program  of  studies  constantly  evolves  to  reflect  a  more  global 
outlook  in  a  changing  world;  our  students  compete  in  events  at  the  world-class 
level. 


We  firmly  believe  that  our  motto,  Meliora  Petens  ■ 
stand  the  test  of  time. 


seeking  better  things  —  will 


I  am  proud  to  introduce  this  journal  to  serve  the  families,  friends  and  alumnae 
of  Balmoral  Hall.  We  look  forward  to  recording  the  achievements,  events  —  and  the 
dreams  —  that  make  up  the  Balmoral  Hall  story.  It  is  a  story  of  progress,  of  change, 
and  of  permanence. 

The  Portal  symbolized  in  our  crest,  embodies  our  pride  in  the  past  and  our  vision 
for  the  future:  a  heritage  of  strong  traditions;  confidence  in  our  tomorrows.  —  EDB 
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The  times,  they  are 
a-changinf 

A  brief  history  of  Balmoral  Hall  School  from  1901  to  the  present 


By  Ted  Staunton 
Headmaster 


Sir  James  Aikins 


As  catastrophic  as  the 
year  1929  was  for  Win- 
nipeg, Canada  and  the 
world,  there  was  a 
place  where  relative 
calm  existed.  That  was 
in  the  household  of  Sir 
James  Aikins,  the  then 
Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Manitoba.  For  there  was  a  plan  afoot 
to  donate  the  bulk  of  his  property  and 
buildings  known  as  Riverbend  - 
Langside  Street  for  the  formation  of  an 
independent  girls'  school. 

This  magnanimous  gesture  and  Sir 
James'  vision  of  an  all  girls'  educational 
institution  dedicated  to  high  academic 
standards,  as  well  as  the  development 
of  ideals  so  essential  to  the  finest  type  of 
Canadian  womanhood,  were  critical  in 
the  formation  of  our  present  school. 
Without  this  initiative,  foresight,  perse- 
verance, and  the  strong  heritage  also 
provided  by  Havergal  College  and 
Rupert's  Land  Girls'  School,  Balmoral 
Hall  would  not  be  the  thriving,  vibrant 
school  it  is  now. 

Needless-to-say,  particularly  to  the 
hundreds  of  Riverbend  graduates  who 
will  read  this  first  edition  of  The  Portal 
1929  was  the  year  Riverbend  School 
was  founded. 

It  was  both  a  boarding  and  day  school 
and  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
serene  Assiniboine  River  in  a  central 
residential  district  of  Winnipeg. 

Consisting  of  two  large  houses  and  a 
fully  up-to-date  building  containing  an 
assembly  hall,  gymnasium,  classrooms 
and  dining  hall,  it  enjoyed  fine  up-to- 


the-moment  facilities. 

Few  schools  had  such  illustrious  be- 
ginnings. The  wide  lawns,  terraced  to 
the  river,  contributed  to  the  aesthetic 
beauty  of  the  site. 

The  course  of  study  followed  that  of 
the  Manitoba  School  System  and  stu- 
dents were  admitted  to  Grades  I  -  XII. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to 
English, French,  Music  and  classical 
dancing.  The  girls  had  scripture  classes 
every  day  and  a  large  dose  of  Latin  and 
singing. 

The  House  System,  an  integral  part  of 
the  school,  split  the  students  into  four 
houses  named  after  the  forts  so  signifi- 
cant in  Winnipeg  and  Manitoba's  his- 
tory—Fort Garry,  Fort  York,  Fort 
Douglas  and  Fort  Nelson.  The  Prefect 
system  was  very  much  in  evidence  and 
the  Head  Girl  was  chosen  by  vote  of  the 
student  body.  The  other  five  Prefects, 
Sports  Captain  and  four  house  captains 
formed  the  student  government  of  the 
school. 

The  boarding  population  of  the  school 
was  small  but  the  girls  had  attractive 
lodgings  in  Aikins  House.  Their  daily 
routine  included  a  morning  walk  with 
the  Physical  Training  Mistress.  (If  you 
ever  see  me  striding  along  Westminster 
Avenue  at  8:30  a.m.  with  a  group  of 
sleepy-eyed  girls  in  tow,  you  will  know 
where  the  idea  came  from.) 

The  uniform  list  for  all  boarding  stu- 
dents included  grey  beret.or  felt  cap,  a 
plain  hat,  a  napkin  ring,  a  hot  water 
bottle  and  a  work-basket. 

Traditions  play  a  very  important  part 
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in  any  school  and  although  we  at  Bal- 
moral depend  on  much  of  the  heritage 
which  was  established  by  our  founding 
schools,  napkin  rings  and  hot  water 
bottles  are  no  longer  boarding  essen- 
tials. 

Riverbend  School  with  its  formation 
on  our  present  site  and  its  very  sound 
curriculum  formed  only  one  segment, 
however,  of  Balmoral  Hall's  history.  We 
must  turn  the  annals  of  history  even 
further  back  to  1901  and  the  founding 
of  Havergal  College  to  unearth  the  roots 
of  the  present  school.  Harvergal  West, 
as  it  was  known,  situated  at  122 
Carlton  Street  in  Winnipeg,  had  a  16- 
year  life-span  until  it  changed  its  name 
to  Rupert's  Land  Girls'  School  in  1917 
due  to  confusion  with  Havergal  East  in 
Toronto. 

The  girls  from  Havergal  were  a  lively 
group,  dancing  the  sprightly  "two  step" 
and  "hesitation"  during  their  free  time, 
and  angering  themselves  over  the 
Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand's  state- 
ments that  his  government  was  going  to 
pieces  because  of  women  "who  had 
poor  judgement  and  thought  too  much 
of  the  petty  things  of  the  nation." 
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And  so,  despite  the  shadow  of  war  hanging  over  us,  we 


have  had  a  full  and  most  enjoyable  year  —  a  year  which  I, 
for  one,  am  very  sorry  to  see  draw  to  a  close,  for  it  means 
the  end  of  a  most  pleasant  and  profitable  period  in  my 
life.... 


The  students  of  Havergal  College 
would  have  none  of  this,  and  were  de- 
termined to  follow  their  school  motto, 
Alta  Petens  —  "Seeking  the  Heights." 

The  girls'  parents  weren't  altogether 
sure  where  all  this  independent  think- 
ing would  lead,  but  were  confident  of 
the  excellence  of  education  offered  at 
Havergal  and  very  content  with  the 
tuition  price  tag  of  $185.00  per  year. 

Rupert's  Land  Girls'  School  contin- 
ued the  strong  academic  traditions  of 
Havergal  and  placed  great  emphasis  on 
character  development  and  a  serious, 
responsible  attitude  toward  life.  Small 
classes,  close  teacher-student  contact, 
individualized  instruction,  good  study 
habits,  creativity  and  proper  behaviour 
were  the  trademarks  of  RLS. 


Graduating  class,  Rupert's  Land  Girls'  School,  Matriculation  II,  1925. 


The  House  System  and  self-govern- 
ment were  stressed.  Miss  E.M.  Bartlett, 
Principal,  and  her  staff  of  18  presided 
over  a  school  of  1 30  students,  including 
42  boarders.  Rupert's  Land  uniforms 
were  prominently  displayed  in  Eaton's 
and  the  Bay  and  prices  varied  from 
$6.50  for  a  wool  serge  tunic  to  $0.59  for 
wool  and  lisle  knee  hose. 

Unfortunately,  the  gaiety  of  school 
life  was  interrupted  by  yet  another 
World  War.  Anne  Cunningham's  com- 
ments as  Head  Girl  in  194 1  -42  summa- 
rize that  difficult  period  for  the  students 
and  school;  the  school  provided  an 
oasis  of  security  from  world  conditions, 
especially  for  girls  from  the  United 
Kingdom  who  were  evacuated — some 
for  the  duration. 

"And  so,  despite  the  shadow  of  war 
hanging  over  us,  we  have  had  a  full  and 
most  enjoyable  year — a  year  which  I  for 
one  am  very  sorry  to  see  draw  to  a  close, 
for  it  means  the  end  of  a  most  pleasant 
and  profitable  period  of  my  life.  I  find  it 
difficult  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
even  being  a  member  of  this  fine  school , 
but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  impart  the 
great  sense  of  honour  I  have  felt  in  being 
Head  Girl." 

Those  sentiments  still  persist  today 
from  one  Head  Girl  to  another. 

In  1948,  The  Winnipeg  Free  Press 
caption  read  "New  Girls'  School  Pro- 
posal Outlined".  The  new  school,  as  yet 
unnamed,  was  to  be  something  com- 
pletely new,  but  perpetuating  the  best 
in  the  traditions  of  Havergal,  Rupert's 
Land  and  Riverbend  Schools. 

An  open  letter  was  sent  to  the  parents 
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of  RLS  and  Riverbend  advising  them  of 
the  proposed  amalgamation,  and  the 
services  of  Miss  Gwendolyn  Murrell- 
Wright  from  Bishop  Strachan  School  in 
Toronto  as  Headmistress  were  secured. 

When  asked  why  she  became  a 
teacher,  Miss  Murrell-Wright  re- 
sponded. "Because  I  like  children."  This 
became  her  trademark  and  endeared 
her  to  hundreds  of  students.  She  be- 
lieved that  the  private  school  system 
had  something  extra  to  offer — the  de- 
velopment of  the  child,  physically, 
mentally,  and  spiritually  and  morally. 
It  is  to  these  ends  that  she  dedicated 
her  years  at  the  new  school. 

A  survey  was  sent  to  parents  asking 
them  to  vote  in  favour  of  a  name  for  the 
new  school.  The  four  choices  were: 
Balmoral  House,  Hudson  Hall,  Fort 
Garry  and  Assiniboine.  Obviously  a 
consensus  was  not  reached.  A  compro- 
mise was  arrived  at  and  "Balmoral  Hall: 
School  for  Girls"  was  decided  upon. 

The  new  Headmistress  met  with  the 
Principals  and  staffs  of  the  two  other 
schools  and  arrangements  were  made 
to  open  the  new  amalgamated  school  in 
September,  1950,  at  the  site  of  Riv- 
erbend College. 

Balmoral  Hall  finished  its  first  five 
years  with  192  girls  enrolled  and  a 
graduating  class  of  24.  Miss  Murrell- 
Wright  was  followed  as  Principal  by  Dr. 
H.M.  Perry,  1966-74,  Mr.  Martin  Ken- 
ney,  1 974-76,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Russell. 
1976-1986. 

As  I  write,  59  years  after  the  generous 
bequest  of  Sir  James  Aikins,  the  path  of 
the  school  remains  steadfast  and  con- 
stant in  it  dedication  to  the  education  of 
the  "whole  girl." 

Today's  Balmoral  Hall  students  have 
numerous  course  options  from  which 
to  choose  and  many  fill  their  after- 
school  days  with  Choir,  Club  activities, 
Sports,  Public  Speaking, Debating,  or 
Drama. 

The  school  has  become  international 


Above:  Teachers  and  boarders  at  Havergal  College,  1904.  Below:  A  Kindergarten 
class,  1929. 


In  1987,  the  Future  Planning 
Committee  (Task  Force  2000)  formu- 
lated policy  goals  in  eight  key  areas  to 
prepare  the  school  for  the  next  several 
years  leading  into  the  21st  century.  It 
was  decided  at  that  time  to  launch  a 
major  Capital  Campaign,  recently 
named,  "Enriching  Her  Tomorrows",  to 
place  the  school  on  the  leading  edge  of 
educational  facilities. 

Although  the  year  2000  would  have 
seemed  a  long  way  off  for  Sir  James 
Aikins  and  Miss  Murrell-Wright,  one 
trusts  and  hopes  they  would  smile  and 
nod  in  agreement  with  the  words  from 
the  poem  'Burnt  Norton'  by  T.  S.  Eliot: 

"Time  present  and  time  past, 

Are  both  perhaps  present  in  time 
future, 

And  time  future  contained  in  time 
past." 


through  student  exchanges  with  our 
sister  school  in  Japan,  involvement  in 
various  school  tournaments  in  Eng- 
land, and  student  trips  to  Europe.  As 
well,  the  school  residence  hosts  stu- 
dents from  seven  countries.  In  one 
year,  the  Senior  School  at  Balmoral 
Hall  competed  in  93  sporting  tourna- 
ments. 
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Marking  another 
milestone 


By  Ditte  (Lansky)  Cloutier,  '66 
Alumnae  Association  President 


The  warm  feelings  of  Reunion 
'87  linger  on  and  that  memo- 
rable event  has  resulted  in 
many  positive  changes  at 
Balmoral  Hall. 

The  first  issue  of  The  Portal  marks 
another  milestone  for  the  Balmoral  Hall 
Alumnae  Association  which  produced 
its  first  newsletter,  Meliora  Petens,  in 
the  spring  of  1985.  We  welcome  this  op- 
portunity to  amalgamate  with  the  Bal- 
moral Hall  Journal. 

We  also  feel  that  it  is  important  that 
the  present  students  and  their  parents 
are  aware  of  the  Alumnae's  continuing 
commitment  to  Balmoral  Hall.  We  want 
to  emphasize  to  them  the  importance  of 
an  appreciation  of  Balmoral  Hall  today, 
and  the  assurance  that  our  alma  mater 
will  continue  to  provide  an  unique  and 
progressive  education  for  young 
women. 

The  most  tangible  example  of  Alum- 
nae support  at  Balmoral  Hall  is  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  well-defined  scholar- 
ship program  in  grades  seven  to  12. 

In  each  of  these  grades,  there  is  now 
a  substantial  scholarship  named  after 
each  of  our  founding  schools:  Havergal 
Ladies  College,  Riverbend  School  for 
Girls,  and  Rupert's  Land  College.  This 
is  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
school's  program  and  one  which  is 
funded  through  the  efforts  of  a  strong 
alumnae  volunteer  program.  I  want  to 
thank  the  many  volunteers  for  their 
efforts. 


Ditte  Cloutier 

We  feel  it  is  noteworthy  that  the 
scholarship  recipients  were  chosen  not 
only  for  their  high  academic  achieve- 
ments, but  also  for  their  leadership 
abilities,  their  commitment  to  the 
school  in  all  of  its  activities,  and  their 
general  good  citizenship.  We  are  proud 
to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  scholarship 
program. 

Our  alumnae  association  currently 
has  two  members  on  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  is  ably  represented  on 
several  of  the  Board's  committees: 
Building  and  Grounds,  Finance,  Fund 
Raising,  and  Scholarship  and  Bursar- 
ies. Our  director,  Eilleen  Burrows,  has 
been  guiding  the  alumnae  archives 
committee  through  the  crucial  task  of 
sorting  through  the  school's  archival 
material,  as  well  as  memorabilia  from 
Reunion  '87,  in  preparation  for  perma- 
nent storage  of  the  schools'  historical 
records  at  the  provincial  archives. 


The  Alumnae  Association  is  excited 
about  launching  our  first  Annual 
Alumnae  Dinner  at  Balmoral  Hall  on 
September  29.  We  feel  that  it  is  impor- 
tant to  establish  an  annual  event  for 
alumnae  to  get  together  and  to  become 
more  integrated  within  the  Balmoral 
Hall  community. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
the  Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary,  staff  and 
friends  of  the  school  are  invited  to  join 
us  on  this  occasion.  It  will  be  an  evening 
of  nostalgia  and  socializing  in  the  hope 
that  many  of  the  important  friendships 
formed  in  the  Balmoral  Hall  "family- 
can  be  maintained. 

I  know  that  plans  are  well  underway 
for  another  outstanding  Balmoral  Hall 
tradition  to  begin,  and  I  look  forward  to 
welcoming  you  "Back  To  School"  on 
September  29. 

Each  time  I  drive  through  the  school 
gates,  I  admire  the  Colorado  Spruce 
trees  which  are  thriving.  They  stand  as 
a  constant  reminder  of  the  Alumnae 
Association's  devotion  to  the  school. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  a  pleasure  it 
is  to  see  Balmoral  Hall  thriving  and 
growing  as  it  is  today,  and  all  the  while 
knowing  that  the  Alumnae 
Association's  contributions  have 
helped  to  revitalize  this  precious  space 
so  many  of  us  called  "home." 

I  am  proud  to  continue  representing 
the  Balmoral  Hall  Alumnae  Association 
and  to  welcome  the  graduates  of  1988 
who  are  entering  our  association  in 
June  through  the  traditional  closing 
exercises.  They  have  earned  their  place 
amongst  the  ranks  of  Havergal, 
Rupert's  Land,  Riverbend  and  Bal- 
moral Hall  graduates.  We  wish  them 
well. 
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Former  and  present  students 
share  experiences 


Susan  Rich 


"Habits  are  hard  to 
break. 


We  asked  Susan  Rich,  former  Head  Girl 
'87,  to  tell  us  what  it  was  like  to  leave 
Balmoral  Hall  for  the  larger  world  "out 
there".  Following  are  her  remarks  and 
thoughts: 

"It  was  my  first  day  at  the  University  of 
Manitoba.  The  girl  that  I'd  just  passed 
looked  at  me  very  strangely — as  if  I  was 
from  another  world.  No  wonder — I'd 
just  told  her  to  pull  up  her  socks!  Since 
this  year  began,  IVe  worn  my  kilt  to 
school  three  times,  sang  "Shout  While 
You're  Marching"  in  class  twice,  and 
gave  that  guy  who  lent  me  his  notes  1 50 
dandypoints.  Habits  are  are  to  break. 

"I've  finally  adjusted  to  wearing  'civil- 
ian' clothes,  and  even  to  seeing  boys  at 
school.  But  I  haven't  adjusted  to  the 
big,  impersonal  classes  with  imper- 
sonal professors. 

"I  miss  assemblies,  intra-murals, 
junior  school,  my  homeroom  class,  my 
teachers  and  lunch  in  the  common 
room.  Balmoral  Hall  was  hard  to  leave, 
but  IVe  taken  so  much  of  it  with  me. 


Ju-Nee  Yeo  Takako  Suzuki 

Out  here,  in  the  outside  world,  I'm  still 
'seeking  better  things'." 

Susan  Rich,  '87 


"Residence:  second 
home  and  family' 


Time  flies  —  my  first  year  in  Balmoral 
Hall  and  Canada  has  nearly  come  to  an 
end.  I  would  certainly  have  to  admit 
that  it  has  been  a  very  enlightening 
experience  and  I  have  thoroughly  en- 
joyed myself. 

The  most  drastic  change  that  needed 
a  fair  amount  of  adjustment  was  the 
weather.  Coming  from  a  tropical  coun- 
try like  Singapore,  I  found  winter  un- 
bearably cold,  although  many  would 
have  said  that  winter  '87  was  rather 
mild. 

I  had  to  get  used  to  trudging  in  the 
snow  with  the  bulk  of  three  layers  of 
heavy  clothing.  However,  one  lovely 
part  of  winter  I  really  liked  was  watch- 
ing snowflakes  from  my  window  sill.  I 
always  looked  forward  to  the  com- 
pletely "white"  mornings  which  some- 
how made  me  refreshed. 


In  school,  I  found  it  a  bid  odd,  during 
the  first  week  or  so,  having  to  move  from 
classroom  to  classroom  for  my  lessons. 
I  was  so  spoiled  in  Singapore,  having 
the  teachers  come  to  our  class  and  not 
having  to  lug  our  books  from  room  to 
room.  I  have  benefited  from  the  "small 
class"  atmosphere  here  and  the  teach- 
ers were  very  willing  to  help  me. 

A  relationship  between  the  teacher 
and  student  soon  formed,  whereas,  at 
home,  I  attended  a  very  large  school 
with  over  4,000  students  and  200 
members  of  staff.  Therefore,  there  were 
few  times  when  teacher  and  student 
could  discuss  other  things  besides 
schoolwork.  Also,  teachers  were  often 
not  able  to  assist  each  student  indi- 
vidually. 

I  like  school  here  and  seem  to  find 
more  time  to  do  the  things  I  enjoy,  and 
can  participate  in  various  school  activi- 
ties. Schooling  in  Singapore  is  very 
competitive  and  hectic.  Sometimes, 
weekends  were  spent  with  my  head 
buried  in  books. 

But  now,  I  have  learned  to  relax  and 
thus  a  sudden  new  interest  in  studying 
has  sprung  up.  One  course  from  which 
I  have  learned  a  lot  is  physical  educa- 
tion. I  had  the  chance  to  learn  new 
kinds  of  sports,  especially  the  winter 
ones,  some  of  which  I  had  never  heard 
of. 

Residence,  with  its  ups  and  downs, 
can  be  considered  as  my  second  home, 
and  family.  We  all  live  harmoniously, 
caring  and  helping  each  other  along  the 
way.  I  must  admit  that  I  feel  homesick 
occasionally,  but  the  warmth  and 
friendships  here  help  me  overcome  it 
quite  easily.  The  disciplined  life  here 
has  taught  me  the  importance  of  living 
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with  a  set  of  rules  and  learning  to  obey 
them. 

I  am  sure  my  next  year  in  Balmoral 
Hall  will  be  as  good  as  it  has  been  this 
year,  and  I  really  look  forward  to  it. 

Ju-Nee  Yeo,  Grade  1 1 

"So  much  space  for 
everyone. . ." 

Konnichiwa  (Hello)!  I  came  from  this 
school's  sister  school  "Shizvoka  Eiwa 
Jogakvin,"  in  Japan. 

I  have  been  at  Balmoral  Hall  now  for 
eight  months.  There  have  been  many 
new  things  to  learn.  The  discipline  at 
my  school  in  Japan  was  tighter  than  it 
is  here.  I  found  it  very  strange  to  have 
more  freedom.  This  is  good,  but  some- 
times it  is  nice  to  be  told  what  you  can 
do. 

I  have  made  some  good  friends. 
Sometimes  I  have  difficulty  in  under- 
standing what  is  happening,  but  usu- 
ally someone  helps  me.  It  has  been  hard 
to  follow  all  the  work  in  class,  but 
hopefully  as  my  English  improves, 
things  will  become  easier. 

The  weather  in  Winnipeg  has  been  a 
completely  new  experience  for  me. 

It  is  also  very  strange  to  find  so  few 
people  when  you  go  downtown.  There 
seems  to  be  so  much  space  for  every- 
one. However,  you  have  no  city  com- 
muter trains.  And  often  I  long  to  see  the 
mountains  and  the  ocean. 

I  enjoyed  the  zoo,  but  there  were  no 
elephants. 

I  don't  like  milk,  butter  and  cheese 
and  everyone  wants  me  to  eat  pizza  — 
ugh!  (Japanese  people  like  them). 

I  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to 
everyone  who  has  helped  me  —  I  am 
really  enjoying  my  year  at  Balmoral 
Hall. 

Arigatoh  (thank  you)! 

Takako  Suzuki,  Grade  1 1 


Author  takes  over 
class 

Visiting  Balmoral  Hall  and  talking  with 
your  grade  12  students  was  one  of  the 
high  points  of  my  recent  visit  to  Win- 
nipeg. 

When  I  was  invited  to  come  to  the 
school,  it  was  my  interest  in  seeing 
Balmoral  Hall  again,  wandering  the 
halls,  smelling  the  old  place,  getting  a 
sense  of  the  past,  that  stirred  me. 

Yet  once  there,  and  faced  with  the 
students  who  were  so  friendly  and 
welcoming,  I  completely  forgot  my  in- 
terest in  the  past,  relaxed  and  enjoyed 
the  girls.  They  were  delightful. 

I  especially  appreciated  their  com- 
ments on  a  piece  I  read  to  them;  they 
took  my  concerns  seriously,  and  gave 
me  the  kind  of  feedback  I  find  useful  in 
my  writing.  Thank-you  to  them  as  well 
as  their  teachers,  for  letting  me  take 
over  the  classes.  I  was  also  touched  by 
the  gift  of  a  BH  pin.  I  hope  I  have  a 
chance  to  see  you  all  again. 

Katherine  Vlassie  '5 1 

School's  choir 
forges  bond 

Thank  you  for  the  attendance  of  that 
splendid  choir  at  Miss  Sharman's  serv- 
ice. She  would  have  been  truly  happy  to 
share  the  School  Hymn  and  "For  All  the 
Saints"  sung  so  beautifully.  How  she 
did  enjoy  the  great  reunion  service  last 
May  at  Holy  Trinity  Church. 

Music  has  always  been  a  strong  bond 
in  the  school's  life,  hasn't  it?  As  an 
alumna  (from  Rupert's  Land  College 
class  of  '31)  I  treasure  memories 
shared,  over  the  years,  through  those 
great  hymns. 

Again,  thank  you  and  every  good 
wish. 

Vera  Fryer  '3 1 
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'Give-back'  philosophy 
guides  chairman 


Robert  Kozminski,  chairman,  presents  a  science 
fair  award  to  Michelle  Clarke,  Grade  6. 


By  Susan  (Foley)  Currie  '65 


here  comes  a  time  in  every 
businessman's  life  when 
he  finds  himself  in  charge 
of  a  board. 


T 

However  when  the  com- 
bination   is   a  lawyer- 
turned-rent-a-car-fran- 
chisee and  major  car  deal- 
ership  owner,  plus  com- 
munity leader  and  a  warmly  human 
father  of  a  daughter  at  a  girls'  school,  it 
results  in  some  unique  chemistry  of 
how  to  get  things  done.  And,  get  them 
done  right — with  zest! 

The  present  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  is  no  mere  spectator  exhort- 
ing others  to  move  forward  with  trends 
and  changes  of  enduring  importance. 

Bob  Kozminski  came  to  the  Board 
through  the  process  of  evolution,  by 
fund  raising  for  the  May  Ball.  He  then 
spearheaded  the  Building  and 
Grounds  Committee  and  as  its  Chair- 
man delivered  the  major  results  of  to- 
day and  the  impacts  for  the  future 
physical  environment.  He  built  up  six 
years  of  experi- 


Robert  Kozminski 


ence,  planning 
and  group  ac- 
tion on  behalf  of 
Balmoral  Hall 
School. 

I  asked  Bob  to 
describe  his 
basic  philoso- 
phy particularly 
as  it  applies  to 
the  driving  force 


behind  his  commitment.  "One  does  not 
just  take,  but  one  must  give  something 
back  in  return  and  also  help  to  build  for 
the  future. 

"I  enjoy  people  and  especially  moti- 
vating them  to  reach  toward  greater 
potential,"  the  chairman  said,  "when 
that  can  actually  happen,  there  is 
almost  a  ping-pong  effect  and  the  mo- 
tion keeps  going." 

The  community-at-large  also  has 
benefited  from  the  same  drive  and  phi- 
losophy. Mr.  Kozminski  has  assisted 
with  fund  raising  for  the  Manitoba 
Heart  Fund  and  St.  John's  -Raven- 
scourt  School.  He  is  a  supporter  of  the 
arts  and  also  the  St.  Boniface  Hospital 
Research  Foundation,  Junior  Achieve- 
ment, and  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Christians  and  Jews. 

It  is  Balmoral  Hall,  though,  that  has 
reaped  the  fruit  of  the  vision,  the  initia- 
tives and  balanced  projections  along 
with  a  thread  of  risk-taking.  The  new 
expectations  are  fiscal,  academic  and 
social.  They  came  to  the  forefront  with 
the  group  process  of  the  Forward  Plan- 
ning Committee,  which  Bob  Kozminski 
chaired. 

It  proved  an  exciting  process  for  all 
who  participated  in  consultations 
about  the  future. 

In  spite  of  all  his  enthusiasm  and 
enjoyment  of  the  role  as  Chairman,  Bob 
Kozminski  does  not  take  his  responsi- 
bility lightly.  There  is  the  mental  pres- 
sure and  anxiety  of  being  responsible, 
to  act  as  a  sounding  board  and  as  an 
advisor.  At  the  same  time  one  is  trying 
to  get  others  to  participate." 

The  major  change  that  Bob 
Kozminski  has  guided  through  has 


been  the  direction  for  fiscal  policy.  In- 
stead of  a  short-term  fiscal  policy,  it  is 
now  long-term,  more  in  keeping  with 
the  long-range  planning  concepts  and 
practices.  The  capital  expenses  and 
debt  charges  are  now  in  a  10 -year  per- 
spective. 

This  will  shift  the  emphasis  of  fund 
raising  which  no  longer  will  be  of  a  short 
duration  but  will  result  in  a  well  coordi- 
nated, action-oriented  and  concen- 
trated capital  campaign. 

The  sharing  of  talent  and  the  commit- 
ment to  Balmoral  Hall  is  a  family 
commitment  as  well.  Deirdre  (nee 
Campbell)  is  active  on  the  Balmoral 
Hall  Auxiliary.  They  have  a  daughter, 
Megan,  who  is  a  student  at  Balmoral 
Hall  and  a  son  Matthew. 

Bob  Kozminski  admits  that  some- 
times the  events  around  the  school 
deeply  move  him.  "Seeing  the  girls  grow 
and  progress  through  the  grade  levels, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  seeing  them 
at  the  church  singing  their  hearts  out  at 
closing  exercises." 

The  year  2000  draws  closer— with  a 
15-year  plan  now  in  place  that  gives  a 
soon-to-be-noticeable  change  in  the 
physical  focus  of  the  campus.  Just  as 
water  is  the  basis  of  life  itself,  the  river 
is  about  to  become  the  visual  and  ac- 
tion focus  for  Balmoral  Hall  School. 

This  new  direction  for  the  future  is 
just  one  of  many  to  be  discussed  and 
unveiled  as  major  capital  projects  take 
place. 

Susan  Currie  is  employed  by  the  Minis- 
try of  Indian  Affairs,  Canada. 
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Jennifer  McQueen:  a  chance  to  do 
something  for  Canada 


By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 


Jennifer  McQueen  is  a  famil- 
iar figure  in  Ottawa's  corri- 
dors of  power.  Her  progres- 
sion through  a  number  of 
high-profile  civil  service  posi- 
tions and  her  impressive 
background  in  administra- 
tion enable  her  to  function  in 
those  corridors  with  a  com- 
fortable measure  of  self-con- 
fidence and  assurance. 

As  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour  Can- 
ada, McQueen  has  achieved  a  much- 
coveted  rung  on  the  civil  service  ladder; 
her  appointment  to  the  position  in  1 985 
topped  a  career  which  she  has  pursued 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Prior  to  her  present  appointment  she 
held  the  prestigious  position  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission  in  Canada. 

Jennifer  Robertson  McQueen  was 
born  in  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  and 
later  moved  to  Winnipeg.  She  attended 
Rupert's  Land  School  for  Girls  from 
grade  2  until  graduation.  Jennifer  re- 
called the  years  spanning  World  War  II 
and  the  different  dimension  it  added  to 
school  life;  the  chore  of  dyeing  one's 
stockings;  knitting  afghan  squares  to 
send  overseas;  the  influx  of  English 
girls  from  war-torn  Britain. 

But  good  humour  and  a  sense  of  fun 
prevailed.  "I  was  usually  in  trouble  of 
one  sort  or  another.  I  was  part  of  the 
group  that  commandeered  the  Prince- 
ton Apartments'  self-operating  elevator 
(a  technological  novelty  in  those  days) 
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but  a  far  more  outstanding  stunt  was 
climbing  out  on  the  roof  of  Eaton's  with 
Janet  Reid,  unrolling  toilet  paper  into 
the  Winnipeg  wind  and  watching  it  get 
tangled  in  the  street  car  wires  over 
Portage  Avenue  !" 

Jennifer's  election  as  Sports  Captain 
highlighted  her  final  year  at  Rupert's 
Land.  No  career  plan  manifested  itself 
at  that  time,  and  university  simply  of- 
fered a  chance  to  continue  to  study  her 
favourite  subjects,  philosophy  and 
English. 

A  job  with  the  T.  Eaton  Company's 
overseas  buying  office,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity to  go  abroad  were  too  good  to 
miss.  This  afforded  me  a  poor  wage, 
but  a  very  rich  life,"  Jennifer  recalls.  "I 
spent  as  much  time  as  I  possibly  could 
in  theatres,  galleries  and  concert  halls." 

After  three  years  it  was  evident  to 
McQueen  that  she  wanted  a  more  seri- 
ous career  and  so  she  returned  to 
Canada  to  join  the  Public  Service  in 
Ottawa,  an  organization  she  describes 
as  a  "wonderful  place  for  a  woman  to 
build  a  career".  McQueen  sees  public 


Jennifer  McQueen  '48 


service  as  a  chance  to  do  something  for 
Canada  and  to  pay  back  some  of  the 
privileges  enjoyed  as  a  child. 

Jennifer  McQueen  did  just  that  dur- 
ing a  three-year  stint  with  World  Festi- 
val of  the  Performing  Arts  which  was 
part  of  Expo  '67  in  Montreal.  It  was  a 
cultural  experience  which  covered  a 
wide  spectrum  of  tasks:  coordination  of 
the  design  of  a  special  amusement  park 
for  small  children,  writing  the  scripts  of 
the  major  outdoor  spectacles,  editing 
all  the  theatre  programs  and  riding  a 
horse  in  the  rodeo  parade  down  Sher- 
brook  Street. 

"I  was  associated  with  some  of  the 
best  architects,  designers  and  cultural 
experts  from  around  the  world.  Of 
course  I  also  learned  that  the  profes- 
sional theatre  is  not  quite  as  glamour- 
ous as  one  thinks.  One  of  the  assign- 
ments I  had  to  undertake  was  to  find 
out  how  much  manure  was  produced 
by  the  RCMP  Musical  Ride!  We  ended 
up  selling  it  to  a  mushroom  farm." 

Following  this  experience  McQueen 
joined  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women  which  was  headed  by 
another  Winnipegger — Florence  Bird 
(Ann  Francis).  She  participated  in  the 
Canada-wide  public  hearings  which 
gave  women  a  forum  to  express  them- 
selves and  their  needs  publicly. 

"Our  attitudes  toward  the  role  of 
women  in  our  society  have  changed  a 
great  deal  in  only  20  years,  and  the 
hearings  and  report  of  this  commission 
have  been  of  great  assistance  to  public 
policy-makers  in  Canada,"  McQueen 
states. 

Since  that  time,  Jennifer  McQueen's 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Loreena  McKennitt  is  a  graduate  of  Balmoral 
Hall,  '75.  She  lives  in  a  farm  house  near  Strat- 
ford, Ontario  where  she  -pursues  interests  in 
architectural  heritage  and  Amnesty  Interna- 
tional. She  will  be  among  the  artists  performing 
at  the  Winnipeg  Folk  Festival  this  summer. 


Loreena  McKennitt:  a  contemporary 
bard  expressing  ancient  themes 


By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 


^^^^jj  She  has  combined  the  tra- 
ditional harp  with  modern 
synthesizers  and  a  classi- 
cally-trained voice  to  provide 

a  modern  frame  of  reference  to  the 

ancient  themes  of  political  unrest  and 

war. 


oreena  McKennitt  thinks  of 
herself  as  a  contemporary 
bard  —  an  artist  who  uses 
Irish  folk  music  to  convey  a 
message,  express  a  point  of 
view,  or  provoke  people  to 
think  about  issues. 


The  effect  is  pure  romance;  the  music 
evokes  images  of  a  medieval  court  set  in 
the  wild  glens  of  Ireland.  To  achieve  the 
magic  of  this  blend  of  Celtic  spirt  and 
modern  technology,  McKennitt  spends 
time  delving  into  old  manuscripts  and 
putting  them  on  microfilm  at  an  artists' 
retreat  at  Annaghmekkerig,  the  Ireland 
home  of  Sir  Tyrone  Guthrie,  and  at 
Glenstal  Abbey,  a  Benedictine  monas- 
tery also  in  Ireland. 

The  result  is  a  recording  of  traditional 
Christmas  music,  "To  Drive  the  Cold 
Winter  Away,"  a  project  two  years  in  the 
planning.  In  the  collection  are  tradi- 
tional Irish,  Scottish,  and  English  car- 
ols, which  she  found  in  British  librar- 
ies, together  with  carols  of  her  own 


composition. 

Loreena  McKennitt's  roots  are  far 
from  Ireland:  Morden,  a  prairie  town 
with  a  population  of  3,500  in  south- 
western Manitoba.  Although  her  family 
background  is  Irish,  she  was  not  ex- 
posed to  Irish  folk  music  as  a  child. 
When  she  sought  to  explore  her  family's 
Celtic  roots,  she  dug  deep  to  recapture 
the  magic  and  romance  of  music  pre- 
dating early  recorded  history. 

"It's  a  way  to  entertain,  to  express 
what  I'm  concerned  about  and  to  pass 
on  a  tradition . . .  music  is  another  form 
of  media  and  a  very  honest  one,"  she 
believes. 

Her  decision  to  devote  herself  to 
music  was  not  a  conscious  one.  but  was 
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More  About 

Jennifer  McQueen 


It's  a  way  to  entertain,  to  express  what  I'm 
concerned  about  and  to  pass  on  a  tradition  .  .  . 
music  is  another  form  of  media,  and  a  very  honest 
one.  99 


greatly  influenced  by  her  music 
teacher;  she  began  studying  classical 
piano  at  the  age  of  five  and  studied 
classical  voice  for  a  number  of  years. 

Loreena  McKennitt  is  not  one  to  wait 
for  things  to  happen:  in  1986  she  set 
herself  the  task  of  producing  and  pro- 
moting her  first  tape  —  a  collection  of 
Irish  folk  music  entitled,  "Elemental." 

The  romantic  artist  gave  way  to  the 
practical  business  woman  as  she  un- 
dertook the  task  of  distributing  her 
cassettes  to  book  and  music  stores.  Her 
concerts  in  the  churches  and  halls  of 
Western  Ontario  have  been  a  forum  to 
display  her  talents  as  artist,  singer, 
composer  and  raconteur.  Her  reper- 
toire includes  traditional  works  as  well 
as  her  own  compositions,  such  as  W.B. 
Yeats'  "Stolen  Child"  and  William 
Blake's  "Lullaby"  —  poems  which  she 
has  set  to  music. 

McKennitt's  accomplishments  have 
not  gone  unnoticed.  She  was  recently 
approached  by  three  recording  studios, 
including  WEA,  Polygram  and  the 
Canadian  company,  Duke  Street, 
which  handles  Moe  Koffman. 

"Though  I  prefer  singing  with  a  Cana- 
dian label,  I  am  being  cautious  in  my 
choice,  weighing  the  creative  control  I 
enjoy  by  recording  independently  with 
the  wide  distribution  a  large  American 
recording  company  can  offer." 

She  feels  she's  proven  herself  and 
that  a  recording  company  should  trust 
her  instincts.  She  cautions  that  an 
artist  can  lose  all  artistic  control  with  a 
major  recording  label. 

Loreena  McKennitt  has  attracted  a 
global  audience  through  her  recorded 
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music  and  live  performances.  She  is  the 
subject  of  a  CBC  film  which  will  air  as  a 
television  special  this  summer  for  a 
series  on  national-international  musi- 
cians. 

She  receives  fan  mail  from  across 
Canada  and  the  United  States  and  has 
requests  for  copies  of  her  music  from  as 
far  way  as  Poland. 

Her  work  has  been  described  as  "en- 
chanting," "an  innate  blend  of  emotion 
and  medium,"  and  "exuding  a  natural 
and  diligent  skill."  With  her  long  red 
hair  flowing  over  her  harp,  McKennitt 
works  magic  with  her  voice  and  cap- 
tures an  ever-expanding  audience. 

She  is  a  truly  gifted  performer  and 
composer  who  occasionally  uses  her 
medium  of  music  to  advocate  such 
causes  as  animal  rights.  To  her 
mother's  consternation,  she  often 
takes  her  harp  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
market  in  Toronto  where  she  plays  and 
sings  on  the  street. 

Loreena  McKennitt  has  earned  the 
right  to  be  called  a  modern  bard. 


Continued  from  page  10 

impressive  service  to  Canada  has  in- 
cluded international  postings  such  as  a 
member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Defence 
Studies  in  London,  where  she  under- 
took a  special  study  of  the  Brandt 
Commission  Report  in  1980  and  Direc- 
tor-General, International  Affairs  for 
Agriculture  Canada  in  1981. 

Nor  does  her  public  service  end  with 
her  present  responsibilities  as  Deputy 
Minister.  McQueen  is  a  member  of  the 
Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Canadian 
Labour  Market  and  Productivity  Centre 
(CLMPC)  and  The  Niagara  Institute  as 
well  as  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Coun- 
cil of  the  School  of  Business  at  Queen's 
University. 

Throughout  her  impressive  career, 
Jennifer  McQueen  has  indeed  paid 
back  the  privileges  she  enjoyed  at 
Rupert's  Land  School  for  Girls .  It  is  her 
hope  that  the  graduates  of  Balmoral 
Hall  will  continue  to  consider  the  tradi- 
tion of  public  service  as  a  viable  and 
challenging  career  choice,  which  she 
believes  provides  much  more  variety 
and  opportunity  for  growth  than  most 
private  sector  companies. 

Last  May,  Jennifer  McQueen, 
Rupert's  Land  graduate,  class  of  '48, 
returned  to  her  roots  for  Reunion  '87.  "I 
look  back  on  my  years  at  Rupert's  Land 
as  one  of  the  happiest  periods  of  my  life. 
I  found  out  last  May  that  those  friend- 
ships really  do  last  and  was  amazed  at 
how  we  were  able  to  pick  up  as  though 
we  had  never  been  apart. .  .we  still  know 
how  to  giggle!" 

Jennifer  Robertson  McQueen,  erst- 
while Sports  Captain,  is  a  woman  who 
handles  power  with  humility  and  grace. 
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News  about 
Balmoral  Hall 

and 
its  Graduates 


CRESTLINES 


Rupert's  Land 

Corinne  Shirley  (Anderson) 
Sawchuk,  '49,  is  employed  part  time 
by  a  local  newspaper.  Husband  Dimitri 
is  happily  employed  as  a  Multi-Lingual 
Customs  and  Immigration  official  at 
the  Vancouver  International  Airport. 
Their  daughter,  Kathleen  Foster,  has 
two  children.  Their  son  Ross  received 
an  Electronics  Technician  (Telecom- 
munications Option)  Program  Certifi- 
cate from  Vancouver  Community  Col- 
lege. He  is  presently  attending  the 


University  of  Waterloo.  Last  May 
Corinne  took  her  second  fast-paced  trip 
to  parts  of  North  America,  which  in- 
cluded Balmoral  Hall  Reunion  '87 
where  she  relived  old  memories  with 
Sue  Allen,  Alison  Hellman,  Dorothy 
Motherwell,  Cynthia  Ellis,  Lois  Kill, 
Jackie  MacGillivray,  Jane  Osterland 
and  Eleanor  Parker,  and  attended  a 
school  party  at  the  Manitoba  Club 
hosted  by  Beth  (Tooley)  Newton  and 
Nancie  (Tooley)  Mauro. 

Joyce  (Coulson)  Brown,  '40,  is  now 
happily  retired  from  a  2  5 -year  career  in 
Early  Childhood  Education.  Joyce  lives 
in  Vancouver  and  writes  "what  a  thrill 
to  open  your  recent  newsletter;  it  was 
indeed  a  nostalgic  dip  into  my  Rupert's 
Land  School  past!". 

Marianne  (Burwood)  Hollamby,  '48, 
writes:  "My  heartfelt  thanks  for  a  mag- 
nificent spread.  You  really  did  us  proud 
and  I  know  that  all  our  U.K.  alums  will 
share  my  appreciation  of  the  newslet- 
ter. Your  recognition  of  our  small  but 
significant  contribution  to  Reunion  '87 
will,  I'm  sure,  encourage  alums  trav- 
elling the  globe  to  keep  in  touch  with 
their  old  school  chums". 


Riverbend 

Mary  (McCallum)  Alexander,  '38,  re- 
ports that  she  keeps  in  touch  with 
Emily  (Hayes)  Marshall  of  Quill  Lake, 
Saskatchewan,  who  recently  retired 
from  a  nursing  career. 

Sheila  (Reid)  Powell,  '43,  thanks 
Carolyn  Graham  for  news  of  Marilyn 
"Mac"  (Mclvor)  Wylie  and  the  U.K.  re- 
union in  London.  Sheila's  husband, 
Derek,  is  retired  and  they  are  enjoying 
the  country  living  in  Elora,  Ontario, 
where  Sheila  met  Shirley  (Smith) 


McRae. 

Rosa  Rayner,  '44,  has  moved  from 
London  and  is  now  helping  at  the  St. 
Oswald's  Pastoral  Centre,  St.  Rosa, 
North  Yorks,  U.K.  Y021  RY1 

BH  Former  Staff 

Florence  Jane  Morgan,  a  previous 
Balmoral  Hall  staff  member  (French 
and  English)  1967-69  has  retired.  Her 
granddaughter,  Amy  Jane  Johnson  is 
presently  a  student  and  weekly  boarder 
at  Balmoral.  Amy  is  happy  and  making 
excellent  progress 

Joyce  (Spooner)  Taylor  enjoys  Victo- 
ria, "a  wonderful  place;  so  much  to  see 
and  do".  Balmoral  Hall  friends  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  N.T.  Russell,  Peggy  and  Sarah 
Wilmot  and  Jennifer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kay.  Joyce  would  be  happy  to  hear  from 
anyone  who  was  in  Kindergarten  or 
nursery  between  1968-70  and  is  living 
on,  or  visiting,  the  west  coast. 

Balmoral  Hall 

Diana  (Phipps)  Kramer,  '55,  and  her 
husband  have  now  retired  to  beautiful 
Victoria  after  spending  the  last  1 2  years 
in  Holland.  Diana  hopes  her  address 
will  be  permanent  at  last,  and  feels  very 
much  a  Canadian  again.  She  has  a 
daughter  at  UBC. 

Diane  (Grindley)  Hardwick,  '56, 
moved  to  Union,  Ontario,  in  the  fall  of 
1987  where  her  husband  is  Director  of 
Music  at  Alma  College  in  nearby  St. 
Thomas. 

Susan  (Smith)  Fieldsmith,  62,  moved 
to  Boston  five  years  ago  after  1 7  years  in 
New  York  City.  She  married  Rufus 
Peebles  at  42,  and  gave  birth  to  her  first 
child,  a  daughter,  Mariah.  She  is  pres- 
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ently  living  in  Cambridge,  MA. ,  working 
part-time  as  a  psychotherapist  in  pri- 
vate practice  and  enjoying  being  a  rela- 
tively new  wife  and  mother  with  a  dog 
and  cat.  Susan  writes:  "I  heard  about 
the  reunion  with  glowing  reports  and 
wish  I  could  have  come.  My  hat's  off  to 
all  of  you  for  the  enormous  energy, 
thought  and  time  it  must  have  taken.  I 
am  very  glad  you  found  me — please  put 
me  on  a  mailing  list  so  I  can  continue  to 
be  in  touch". 

Trish  (Pennock)  Briggs,  '66,  after 
hosting  the  Olympic  ski  jumping  event 
in  her  backyard,  has  managed  despite 
four  children  and  a  dog,  to  complete  her 
Special  Education  degree. 

Nancy  (Little)  Brydges,  '66  has  taken 
off  on  a  boating  adventure  down  Lake 
Michigan  and  various  other  inland 
waterways  to  Mobile,  then  on  to  Florida 
and  the  Bahamas. 

Nancy  (Sym)  Hawrysh,  '66,  has  given 
up  day  care  and  with  her  husband  is 
now  running  a  store  in  The  Pas,  Mani- 
toba. 

Eoa  Newman,  '66,  is  recuperating  after 
working  as  a  translator  for  the  Olym- 
pics. 

Toni  C.  Stovel,  '66,  has  relocated  to 
Vancouver  on  a  permanent  basis.  She 
is  completing  a  Master's  Degree  in 
Nursing.  Toni  adds:  "Congratulations 
on  a  highly  successful  reunion.  Wish  I 
could  have  attended". 

Cathy  Pennock,  '67,  is  building  a 
house  in  Vancouver. 

Jeannie  (Riley)  Senft,  '67,  Vancouver 
had  a  girl  on  May  16,  1987— Lauren 
Helena.  Jeannie,  Rod  and  family  were 
at  Kenora  for  a  few  weeks  in  summer  '87 
and  are  planning  a  return  visit  this 
summer. 

Deborah  (Curran)  Bonier,  '68,  and 
daughter  Richelle  moved  to  sunny  Cali- 
fornia in  August.  Richelle  is  attending 


dental  college  and  Deborah  is  supervi- 
sor/marketing coordinator  of  a  private 
duty  service  for  a  health  corporation. 
They  enjoy  weekend  excursions  around 
the  beautiful  state.  Deborah  sends 
greetings  to  all  the  class  of  '68. 

Joan  (Gattey)  Bousquet,  '68,  writes 
that  life  on  the  ranch  in  Consort,  Al- 
berta, continues  to  be  busy  especially 
for  her  two  boys  around  hockey  season. 
Judy  (Rudd)  Maddison,  '68  and  family 
visited  Joan  at  the  ranch  in  August 
'87 — what  about  a  class  of  '68  reunion 
at  the  ranch,  Joan? 

Shanly  (McMurray)  Donahue,  '68, 
Calgary,  had  a  girl  in  June  '87,  her 
fourth.  She  and  Carolyn  (Richardson) 
Hirsh  '69  and  hubbies  were  in  Portugal 
in  the  fall  of  '87.  Shanly  was  also  in- 
volved in  the  Olympics  volunteering 
through  the  Junior  League  to  inform 
school  children  as  to  what  the  sports 
events  entail. 

Laura  (Johnston)  Kelm,  '68,  writes 
that  the  post  reunion  part  of  the  year 
has  been  anti-climactic  for  her... kids, 
ages  two  and  four,  are  growing  fast,  and 
according  to  Laura  all  have  inherited 
her  "quiet  gentle  nature!" 

Sydney  (Kennedy)  Lightbody.  '68, 
has  recently  married;  she  moved  to  San 
Francisco  in  August  and  reports  that 
she  loves  living  in  San  Francisco  but 
misses  her  Canadian  friends.  Joan 
(Gattey)  Bousquet  surprised  Syd  by 
flying  in  for  the  wedding.  Through 
Joan,  Syd  was  able  to  hear  about  the 
reunion  and  saw  some  photos.  Syd  is 
expecting  her  first  child. 

Jeannie  McKinnon,  '68,  now  lives  in 
Port  Alberni.  She  has  four  children. 
Jeannie  has  been  involved  in  the  fash- 
ion industry;  she  owned  an  antique 
clothing  store  in  Vancouver  prior  to 
moving  to  Port  Alberni.  Recently  she 
designed  pill  box  hats  for  Suzy  Cream 
Cheese.  Jeannie  says  "hi"  to  all,  and  if 


anyone  is  in  Port  Alberni  to  be  sure  to 
look  her  up. 

Shirley  (Litch)  Mercer,  '68,  lives  down 
the  street  from  Trish  Stovel  in  Toronto. 
She  was  so  excited  after  the  reunion 
that  she  called  a  different  alum  every 
night  for  a  week,  especially  Jeannie 
McKinnon  who  was  unable  to  attend. 

Susan  M.  Hogman,  '69,  has  been  living 
in  Vancouver  since  1978.  She  is  work- 
ing at  the  Lion's  Gate  Hospital. 

Nancy  (Russell)  Leblond,  '72,  an- 
nounces the  recent  arrival  (March  23) 
of  twin  sons,  Nicholas  John  and  Colin 
James. 

Kim  (Aldrich)  Phillips,  "73,  has  built  a 
house  overlooking  Quarry  Park  in 
Stonewall  and  loves  it.  Her  two  oldest 
(six  and  five)  are  in  school  with  her  two 
youngest  (three  and  one),  at  home.  Kim 
missed  the  reunion,  but  plans  to  be  at 
the  next  one. 

Mary  (McGiverin)  Daniher,  '75,  and 
her  husband  Michael  announce  the 
birth  of  Margaret  Elizabeth  on  August 
18.  1987,  in  Toronto. 

Leslie  (Riley)  Grant,  '75,  and  husband 
Buzz  of  Toronto  have  opened  two  Syl- 
van Learning  Centres  in  Winnipeg  in 
early  '88  while  continuing  to  run  three 
more  centres  in  the  Toronto  area. 

EvaFung,  '80,  graduated  from  Queen's 
University  in  1984  with  a  B.Sc.Hon.  in 
Electrical  Engineering.  She  returned  to 
Hong  Kong  and  worked  for  Mitel  (a 
Canadian  telecommunication  com- 
pany) for  2  1/2  years  as  a  product 
manager.  Eva  is  presently  with  AT&T  as 
Marketing  Manager,  a  challenging  post 
that  requires  technical  as  well  as  a 
marketing  background.  Throughout 
the  past  3  1/2  years  Eva  has  travelled 
extensively  in  Asia/Pacific  region  as 
well  as  North  America.  She  plans  that 
one  of  her  future  stops  will  be  in  Win- 
nipeg. 

Madeline  Willis,  '8 1 ,  is  presently  sing- 
ing and  recording  in  Toronto.  She  also 
works  in  an  advertising  agency  as  a 
computer  data  entry  manager,  a  big 
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name  for  an  accountant/secretary.  Her 
parents'  home  is  still  at  254  Kingsway 
Avenue. 

Anne  Marie  Doll,  '82,  moved  to  Van- 
couver in  September  1987.  She  re- 
ceived a  B.Comm.degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Calgary,  and  is  pursuing  a 
career  in  tourism  marketing.  Anne 
Marie  adds:  "I  enjoyed  the  reunion  and 
am  looking  forward  to  future  ones". 

Maria  Jane  (Clark)  Lysack,  '82, 
graduated  from  The  University  of  Win- 
nipeg with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Admini- 
stration Studies  and  was  married  June 
27,  1987. 

LynnPremachuk,  '82,  is  attending  law 
school  in  Windsor,  Ontario. 

Jennifer  Balon,  '83,  graduating  this 
year  from  engineering  at  Queen's,  has 
been  hired  by  Dupont  in  Mississauga. 

Monica  Barabonoff,  '83,  who  has  been 
teaching  figure  skating  in  Swan  River, 
Manitoba,  for  the  past  two  years  is 
moving  to  Winnipeg  in  September  to 
pursue  studies  in  education  at  the 
University  of  Manitoba. 

Sandy  Best,  '83,  graduated  from 
Queen's  in  1987  with  a  B.AHon.  in 
Philosophy.  She  is  now  living  and  work- 
ing in  Vancouver  and  hopes  to  continue 
her  studies  in  philosophy. 

Jackie  Cantin,  '83,  is  a  medical  secre- 
tary at  the  Medical  Arts  Building.  Her 
travels  include  three  weeks  on  the  Is- 
land of  Mauritius,  and  a  trip  to  England 
this  summer. 

Anna  Dominique,  'S3,  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Manitoba  with  a  B.Sc. 
She  is  living  and  working  in  England. 

Aynsley  Hinchliffe ,  '83,  has  returned 
from  Grenoble,  France  and  is  working 
as  Assistant  Manager  at  Heritage 
House  in  Portage  Place.  Aynsley  plans 
to  make  a  career  in  fashion. 

Carolyn  Horn,  '83,  has  been  working 
as  a  stewardess  for  a  small  privately- 
owned  airline.  She  is  marrying  a  pilot  in 
Winnipeg  this  summer.  They  plan  to 
live  in  Toronto. 


Megan  Jessiman 


Megan  Jessiman,  '83,  graduated  in 
1987  from  Princeton  and  has  since 
joined  the  firm  of  First  Boston,  a  major 
U.S.  investment  banking  house  in  New 
York 

Julia  Siu  Man  Kwok,  '83,  graduated 
form  Queen's  University's  Faculty  of 
Applied  Science  (Electrical  Engineer- 
ing) in  June,  1987  and  is  presently 
working  in  Hong  Kong  as  a  building 
services  electrical  engineer.  She  enjoys 
her  profession  and  is  working  toward 
her  career  goals.  In  the  future  Julia 
wishes  to  immigrate  to  Canada,  "as  it's 
such  an  adorable  and  beautiful  coun- 
try". She  sends  all  her  best  to  her  teach- 
ers in  Balmoral  Hall  especially  Mrs. 
McCullough,  Mrs.  Curtis  and  Mrs.  Bail- 
lie. 

Tannis  Leach,  '83,  obtained  a  B.A 
from  Dalhousie  University  in  1986  with 
a  major  in  Economics.  She  spent  the 
summer  after  her  graduation  travelling 
in  Europe.  Tannis  now  works  at 
Investor's  Syndicate  for  the  trust  com- 
pany division. 

Daunica  Martin,  '83,  graduated  with  a 
B.A  from  University  of  Manitoba  in 
1986.  She  spent  the  following  year 


working  in  the  hotel  at  Lake  Louise, 
where  she  met  her  fiance,  Bruce  Brock 
They  plan  to  marry  this  summer  in 
Winnipeg. 

Louise  Osborne,  '83,  is  living  in  Eng- 
land. She  is  staying  with  relatives  and  is 
trying  her  hand  at  writing. 

Andrea  Sibley,  '83,  is  working  at 
Braemar's  in  Polo  Park  and  plans  to 
marry  later  this  year. 

Joelle  Foster,  '86,  is  in  her  second  year 
of  Anthropology/Sociology  at  Carleton 
University,  Ottawa. 

Suzanne  Allemeier,  '87,  registered  at 
the  University  of  British  Columbia  for 
*88-'89. 

Andrea  Baillie,  Kimberley  Barnsley, 
Jackie  Collins,  Melanie  Crozier, 
Bonnie  Cunningham,  Ratna  Das, 
Deanna  Hansen,  Lisa  Hastings,  Ker- 
rie  O'Keefe,  Victoria  Palmer,  Susan 
Rich,  and  Lisa  Wilder,  '87,  are  attend- 
ing the  University  of  Manitoba. 

Michelle  Ball,  "87,  is  attending  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

Amy  Coughlin,  Sorrel  Fitz-Simon, 
Nancy  Fullerton,  '87,  are  taking  a  year 
off  their  studies. 

Heather  Cunningham,  '87,  is  attend- 
ing a  French  program  in  Laval. 

Jane  Ellis  and  Jeriann  George,  '87, 
are  at  the  University  of  Western  On- 
tario. Linda  Graham  is  registered  for 
the  fall  of  '88. 

Adelina  Lazareck  and  Shaleni  Ni- 
gam,  '87,  are  attending  The  University 
of  Winnipeg. 

Margo  Leach,  '87,  is  attending 
Queen's  University  and  Sandi  Mcln- 
nes,  '87,  is  at  the  University  of  Water- 
loo. 
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Balmoral  Hall  Alumnae  Association 

cordially  invites 
all  alumnae  to  the 


annual  alumnae 
dinner  and  reunion 


Celebrating  Years  1938, 1948, 1963, 1968, 1978 

Thursday,  September  29, 1988 
Balmoral  Hall  School 

All  alumnae  of  Havergal,  Rupert's  Land,  Riverbend  and  Balmoral  Hall  are  cordially  invited. 
Invitations  will  be  sent  to  the  celebrating  years  and  Manitoba  Residents 
Reception:  6:00  p.m.  /  Dinner  7:00  p.m.  /  Entertainment  "Easy  Ts" 
$28.00  per  person  /  RSVP  by  September  22, 1988 
Jane  (Ferguson)  Simpson  &  Carol  (Armytage)  Isaac  Co-Chairs 
Ditte  Cloutier,  President  Alumnae  Association  /  Eilleen  Burrows,  Director,  Development  and  Alumnae 


"WeVe  learned  to  count  the  value  of 
the  days,  and  to  treasure  knowledge 


By  Susan  Rich 
Head  Girl,  1987 


D 


r.  Dobson,  Mr.  Staunton, 
parents,  teachers,  guests, 
students  and  fellow  gradu- 
ates: 


We've  learned  how  to  read;  we've 
learned  how  to  write;  we  can  multiply 
and  recall  Canadian  history.  We  under- 
stand oragraphic  rainfall.  Some  of  us 
can  calculate  the  volume  of  revolution 
of  y=x2,  and  others  can  tell  you  the 
colour  of  the  dichromate  ion. 

But  above  all,  from  our  sticker  collec- 
tion in  grade  6  to  our  skip-out  day  this 
year,  we've  learned  about  life.  We've 
learned  to  count  the  value  of  the  days 
and  to  treasure  knowledge. 

I'm  sure  that  every  graduating  class 
has  felt  that  they  are  that  special  gen- 
eration, committed  to  the  challenge  of 
their  future.  Nurtured  and  encouraged 
by  the  love  and  concern  of  our  parents 
and  teachers,  we  can  go  forward  and  we 
can  achieve.  We  can  become  whatever 
we  wish.  That  is  what  Balmoral  Hall  has 
given  us:  boundaries  to  sustain  us,  so 
that  our  future  is  limitless. 

So  what  happens  now  to  that  Hunter 
McLean  kilt  we've  worn  all  these  years? 
What's  to  be  done  with  the  umpteen 
white  shirts  that  somebody  pressed? 
How  do  we  say  good-bye  to  those  7  1/2 
pairs  of  forest  green,  dark  green  and  off- 
green  socks? 

It  doesn't  matter.  We  fold  them,  and 
put  them  away  in  some  bottom  drawer. 
But  some  things  can't  be  put  away.  The 


Balmoral  Hall  spirit  will  be  alive  within 
us  forever.  A  month  ago  at  Reunion  '87 
I  saw  this  proven  true.  What  we've 
gained  here  is  not  easily  lost. 

Next  year,  we  won't  see  each  other  at 
intra-murals;  we  won't  complain  to 
each  other  about  our  ties  and  we  won't 
be  eating  lunch  in  the  common  room. 
But  wherever  we  are,  we'll  have  with  us 
our  memories,  and  we'll  hold  firmly  in 
our  hearts  the  friendships  that  we've 
made.  After  sharing  so  much,  and 
being  so  close,  it's  hard  to  say  good-bye. 

But  we  don't  have  to  say  good-bye  to 
what  weVe  gained  from  each  other. 
That  we'll  keep  with  us  wherever  we  go. 

In  Tennyson's  words:  T  am  a  part  of 
all  that  I  have  met;  Yet  all  experience  is 
an  arch  wherethrough  Gleams  that 
untravelled  world  whose  margin  fades 
Forever  and  forever  when  I  move." 

We,  too,  are  a  part  of  everything  weVe 
met.  And  we,  too,  have  a  future  that  is 
boundless. 

I  am  privileged  to  acknowledge  and 
thank  those  who  have  helped  us  along 
the  way.  The  admiration  we  feel  for  the 
teachers  of  Balmoral  Hall  has  given  us 
our  respect  for  knowledge. 

They  have  guided  us,  supported  us, 
and  provided  an  atmosphere  where  it  is 
easy  to  learn,  easy  to  get  along,  and 
even  easy  to  be  troubled.  The  term 
"family"  has  often  been  used  to  describe 
Balmoral  Hall,  and  I  believe  it  fits. 

There's  another  family  who  has 
helped  us.  Our  loving  parents  have 
seen  us  through  it  all — success,  failure, 
discouragement  and  hope.  We  owe 
them  everything  and  hope  that  we  have 
made  them  very  proud. 

Today,  we  part  with  what  weVe  grown 
accustomed  to,  but  as  Balmoral  Hall 


Susan  Rich 


alumnae  we  have  many  strengths.  Our 
futures  lie  brilliantly  before  us  and  I 
have  every  confidence  that  this  class 
will  succeed.  So  much  lies  ahead,  weVe 
closed  only  the  introductory  chapter  of 
our  lives. 

As  T.S.  Eliot  writes:  There  will  be 
time,  There  will  be  time  To  prepare  a 
face  to  meet  the  faces  that  you  meet; 
There  will  be  time  to  murder  and  create 
And  time  for  all  the  works  and  days  of 
hands  That  lift  and  drop  a  question  on 
your  plate;  Time  for  you  and  time  for 
new  And  time  yet  for  a  hundred  indeci- 
sions And  for  a  hundred  visions  and 
revisions  Before  the  taking  of  a  toast 
and  tea." 
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Katherine  Vlassie:  clear  and 
direct  style  in  immigrant  stories 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Sheila  (O' Grady) Riley  Old,  Head  Girl, 
Rupert's  Land  Girls'  School,  '36,  Sep- 
tember 1987,  in  Winnipeg. 

Elizabeth  Carol  (Lockhart)  Hall,  Riv- 
erbend  School  for  Girls.  '41,  October 
14,  1987,  in  Lethbridge  Alberta. 


Devoted  Balmoral 
friend  passes 

The  Balmoral  Hall  School  community 
was  saddened  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Miss  Beverley  Sharman,  whose  asso- 
ciation with  the  Headmasters  and  Mis- 
tresses, staff,  students  and  friends  of 
Rupert's  Land  and  Balmoral  Hall, 
spanned  many  years. 

Miss  Sharman  was  known  through- 
out the  school  as  the  artist  whose 
scripture  writing  adorns  placards,  di- 
plomas, and  even  the  title  pages  of 
yearbooks.  She  will  be  sadly  missed. 


Miss  Beverley  Sharman 


By  David  Williamson 


s  there  a  short  story  boom?" 
|    asks  Gayle  Feldman  in  the 
I    December  25  Publisher 
-M-  Weekly.     Her  answer  is 
rather  inconclusive. 

Few  commercial  magazines  publish 
fiction  now  —  that  market  dried  up 
years  ago  —  but  the  number  of  literary 
magazines  has  increased  greatly.  Many 
of  them  are  connected  with  universities 
and  colleges;  as  well,  many  of  them 
have  small-publisher  affiliates  which 
produce  a  fair  number  of  single-author 
collections  of  short  stories. 

Ms.  Feldman's  article  explores  the 
American  scene,  but  the  situation  is 
much  the  same  in  Canada. 

Though  major  publishers  produce 
some  single-author  collections,  it  is  the 
smaller  publishers  that  are  offering  the 
more  interesting  works.  You  will  not 
find  great  quantities  of  them  in  book 
stores.  There  may  be  a  lot  of  writing 
courses,  but  there  is,  even  among  en- 
lightened students,  still  a  resistance  to 
reading  a  whole  series  of  stories  by  one 
person. 

Too  bad.  This  means  that  a  great 
number  of  conscientious  readers  are 
missing  some  delightful  work. 

Katherine  Vlassie's  first  book,  Chil- 
dren of  Byzantium,  is  a  group  of  related 
stories  about  Eleni,  a  Greek  woman 
who  comes  to  Winnipeg  as  a  teenager  at 
the  outset  of  the  First  World  War. 

The  eight  stories  span  over  three  dec- 
ades and,  while  much  of  the  material  is 
melodramatic  —  birth,  abortion,  war, 


CHILDREN 
OF 

BYZANTIUM 


Katherine  Vlassie 


death  —  the  style  is  clear,  direct  and 
understated. 

This  could  easily  have  been  one  of 
those  big  commercial  novels  about  the 
immigrant  experience  in  America;  Ms. 
Vlassie's  restraint  in  giving  us  a  select 
few  of  the  events  in  Eleni's  life  is  com- 
mendable. 

Three  or  four  of  the  stories  turn  away 
from  Eleni  to  concentrate  on  relatives 
and  these  are  not  as  good,  but  Eleni's 
book-ending  cry  of  independence  is  so 
arresting  one  wishes  we  could  have 
seen  more  of  how  it  developed. 

KatherineVlassie,  is  a  member  of  the 
first  Balmoral  Hall  graduating  class  of 
1951.  She  lives  in  Montreal. 

—  Winnipeg  Free  Press,  January  30,  1988 
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Brenda  Halliday 

The  library:  focal  point 
on  campus 

Boasting  between  9  and  10,000  volumes,  the  Balmoral  Hall  School  library 
serves  a  pivotal  role  in  supporting  and  curriculum 

(toward  the  front  campus  and  West- 
minster Avenue)  and  east  (along  the 
river). 

The  library  occupies  a  position  di- 
rectly above  the  main  administrative 
offices,  forming  a  link  between  Junior 
School  and  Aikins  House,  and  the 
Senior  School  complex. 

It  serves  as  a  focal  point  not  only  by 
its  geographical  position,  but  in  its 
pivotal  role  in  supporting  the  curricu- 
lum and  providing  recreational  reading 
material  for  both  junior  and  senior 
schools. 

The  library  serves  the  staff  and  375 
students  of  the  school  as  well  as  the  14 
Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet  students  living 
in  residence  at  Balmoral  Hall. 

Junior  school  classes  spend  one  li- 
brary period  every  six-day  cycle  to  hear 
about  our  latest  acquisitions,  to  listen 
to  stories,  to  learn  about  library  organi- 
zation and  research  skills  and  to  pick 
out  their  own  books  for  projects  or 
general  reading. 

As  early  as  the  grade  one  level,  stu- 
dents are  encouraged  to  come  to  the 
library  to  research  subjects  of  interest 
to  them. 

Enthusiastic  junior  classes  and  in- 
formative reference  interviews  are  not 
always  compatible  with  the  needs  of 
students  for  a  quiet  space  in  which  to 
study  and  conduct  research. 

This  past  summer,  the  library  gained 
the  use  of  its  back  room  as  a  library 
office  for  administration,  meetings  and 
processing  of  books — a  welcome  addi- 
tion to  the  library's  facilities. 


By  Brenda  Halliday 
Librarian 


A  postcard  photographer's  view  of  the  Assin- 
iboine  River  as  seen  from  the  windows  of  the 
library. 


orag,  the  central  figure 
in  Margaret  Laurence's 
novel,  The  Diviners,  is  a 
confirmed  river  watch- 
er. When  I  have  a 
chance  to  gaze  out  of  the 
windows  of  the  Bal- 
moral Hall  Library,  I  too 
am  a  river  watcher,  but 
I  have  not  had  much  opportunity  to 
indulge  in  this  activity  since  September 
1987  when  I  came  to  the  school  as  the 
new  librarian.  The  library  enjoys  the 
type  of  view  of  the  Assiniboine  River 
that  is  advertised  in  the  prospectuses  of 
condominium  developers. 

Manitoba  postcard  photographers 
should  capture  the  view  of  Golden 
Boy — the  famed  civic  symbol  of  Win- 
nipeg perched  atop  the  Manitoba  Legis- 
lative Building — as  seen  from  the  li- 
brary through  the  pillars  of  the  Aikins 
House   porch.    Below   the  porch, 
birdfeeders  provided  by  the  Staunton 
family  attract  a  steady 
clientele.  Binoculars 
are  available  at  the 
library's  circulation 
desk  for  a  closer  look 

Facilities 

The  Ceremonial  Dig 
for  the  new  library 
complex  took  place  on 
June  6,  1979.  De- 
signed by  Stechesen 
Katz  Architects,  the 
library  is  bright  and 
welcoming,  with  win- 
dows facing  west(Over 
a  paved  terrace),  north 
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As  well  as  hosting  traditional  library 
functions,  the  library  also  serves  as  the 
location  for  a  wide  variety  of  other  ac- 
tivities, from  staff  meetings  to 
Hallowe'en  ghost-story  telling,  to  mod- 
elling club  practices  complete  with 
runway  music  (fortunately  after 
school). 

Collection 

The  soul  of  a  library  is,  of  course,  the 
collection  itself.  At  the  most  recent 
count,  the  collection  consists  of  be- 
tween 9  and  10,000  volumes. 

Some  of  these  books  can  be  properly 
classed  as  archival — representing  the 
libraries  of  our  founding  schools,  Riv- 
erbend  School  for  Girls  and  Rupert's 
Land  Ladies  College.  An  unusual  vol- 
ume of  poems  bears  on  its  snakeskin 
cover  the  initials  "RB"  which  turned  out 
to  represent  not  Riverbend,  as  I  first 
suspected,  but  Robbie  Burns!  Al- 
though no  longer  circulated,  these 
books  are  available  for  perusal  in  the 
library. 

The  active  collection  possesses  some 


particular  strengths.  We  have  an 
extensive  collection  of  mythology,  folk- 
lore and  fairy  tales  with  an  interna- 
tional flavour,  as  well  as  some  spec- 
tacular art  books. 

Books  on  wildlife,  especially  Cana- 
dian and  Prairie  wildlife,  are  well-repre- 
sented and  the  library  has  a  well-used 
collection  of  National  Geographic 
magazines  dating  back  to  1947! 

The  carefully- chosen  books  on  the 
local  history  of  both  Manitoba  and 
Winnipeg  are  fascinating  to  someone 
like  myself,  new  to  the  province.  I  was 
surprised  and  pleased  to  uncover  so 
many  titles  in  the  library  by  smaller  Ca- 
nadian publishers  —  books  which  are 
often  hard  to  find  in  the  regular  review- 
ing sources.  One  such  example  is  Sean 
O'Huigin's  Scary  Poems  for  Rotten  Kids 
published  by  Black  Moss  Press  in 
Windsor,  Ontario — enjoyed  by  both 
young  and  old  "rotten  kids". 

In  the  reference  section  there  is  dis- 
played a  beautiful  12-volume  set  of 
bound  periodicals  based  on  Churchill's 
History  of  the  English-Speaking  Peoples 


The  library  serves  the  staff  and  375  students  of  the  school,  as  well  as  the  14  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet 
students  living  in  Residence  at  Balmoral  Hall. 


which  was  donated  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.S.  Martin.  I  was  struck  by  the  num- 
ber of  bookplates  in  the  library's  books, 
reflecting  the  generosity  of  students, 
parents,  staff  and  alumnae  over  the 
years. 

The  contribution  of  the  Richardson 
Foundation  has  been  central  to  the 
development  of  the  library,  as  has  the 
support  of  funds  in  the  Archbishop 
Sherman  and  G.  Murrell-Wright  ac- 
counts. Included  in  several  books  is  the 
intriguing  inscription  "Donated  by  a 
Group  of  Interested  Persons".  Many 
thanks  to  these  anonymous  benefac- 
tors. 

The  library  has  received  a  number  of 
gifts  in  1987-88  from  donors.  Mrs.  C.S. 
Riley,  preparing  for  a  move,  contributed 
several  books,  including  three  special 
collections  —  a  26-volume  set  of  the 
works  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  a  set 
of  The  World's  Great  Classics,  and  the 
Library  of  Oratory — sure  to  inspire  our 
debaters  and  public  speakers. 

After  the  very  successful  reunion  last 
year,  Mary  Lile  Benham  and  Mary 
Carey  sent  us  cheques  in  memory  of 
Lorraine  Code  Moody,  a  graduate  of 
Rupert's  Land,  who  helped  to  establish 
the  library  at  Balmoral  Hall.  Lorraine 
Moody's  sister,  Mrs.  J.G.C.  Hall 
(Frances  Code)  is  donating  the  Histori- 
cal Atlas  of  Canada. 

A  copy  of  We  Live  In  Canadaby  Win- 
nipeg journalist  Jack  Brickenden  sent 
along  by  Mrs.  Norman  Young;  Joanne 
R.  Sutherland  has  requested  that  we 
purchase  a  book  in  memory  of  a  former 
Balmoral  Hall  teacher,  Miss  Beverly 
Sharman. 

Ju-Nee  Yeo,  a  grade  1 1  student,  ar- 
rived back  from  a  visit  home  this  year 
with  a  beautiful  coffee  table  book  on 
Singapore  which  her  parents  donated 
to  the  library;  Mr.  Staunton  recently 
returned  from  a  school  visit  to  Th- 
ompson with  an  autographed  copy  of 
The  Great  Thompson  Nickel  Discovery 
by  Hugh  S.  Fraser,  presented  by  the 
Hinchliffe  family. 

The  Birthday  Book  Club— whereby 
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parents  are  encouraged  to  donate  a 
book  in  their  daughter's  name  on  her 
birthday  each  year — continues  to  bene- 
fit the  library. 

This  year  the  plan  has  been  efficiently 
and  enthusiastically  managed  by  Gail 
Finck,  Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary's  Li- 
brary liaison  person.  Less  obvious  per- 
haps than  the  financial  contributions, 
but  vital  to  the  life  of  the  library,  is  the 
effort  of  volunteers.  I  would  particularly 
like  to  thank  Margaret  Adams  and 
Thelma  Kurz  for  returning  this  year  to 
contribute  their  time,  experience  and 
sense  of  humour. 

History 

The  Balmoral  Hall  Library  has  been 
shaped  by  many  people  over  the  years. 
In  browsing  through  some  archival 
material.  I  came  across  this  intriguing 
mention  in  the  minutes  of  the  Balmoral 
Hall  Auxiliary  (October  22,  1952): 

"Mrs.  McFarland  of  the  library 
committee  told  us  that  the  school  now 
possessed  a  library,  where  the  girls  can 
work  or  read  in  quiet,  a  very  necessary 
room  in  every  school.  She  gave  great 
praise  to  Miss  Hawkes,  who  had  de- 
voted part  of  her  summer  vacation  to 
assembling  the  books  in  an  orderly 
manner  in  this  room.  Miss  Dixon  also 
helped  in  the  project." 

Under  "New  Business"  Miss  Hawkes 
informed  the  meeting  "that  the  library 
needed  some  good,  new  fiction 
books" — a  need  that  can  be  echoed 
today. 

My  predecessor,  Mrs.  Betty  Law, 
managed  the  library  for  13  years.  It  was 
Mrs.  Law  who  supervised  the  move 
from  the  library's  former  location  in  a 
classroom  across  the  hall  to  its  present 
location.  She  was  known  for  her  ar- 
ranging of  author  visits,  parties,  con- 
tests, and  her  promotion  of  Canadian 
writers,  particularly  local  authors. 

The  collection  of  children's  books 
abounds  with  books  autographed  by 
Ian  Wallace,  Gordon  Korman,  Lois 
Simmie  and  Fred  Penner.  An  original 
watercolour  illustration  by  Barbara 


Hicks  from  Fred  Penner's  "The  Bump" 
hangs  on  a  wall  to  the  delight  of  the 
younger  students. 

Mouthwash  to  Malaysia 

My  recollections  of  this  first  year  at 
Balmoral  Hall  reflect  the  range  and 
variety  of  this  position.  The  unusually 
large  range  of  grades  (K-12)  served  by 
the  library,  means  that  in  the  morning 
I  can  be  tracking  down  material  relating 
to  "plants,  trees  and  changes"  for  the 
grade  two  teacher,  then  switching  in 
the  afternoon  to  seeing  what  we  have 
available  as  groundwork  for  projects  on 
Nazism  and  fascism. 

The  flurry  of  demand  precipitated  by 
the  Science  Fair  proved  a  baptism  by 
fire.  A  grade  6  student  requested  infor- 
mation on  mordants  (???).  Theory  re- 
lated to  the  delicate  negotiation  of  refer- 
ence questions  (LIB2650)  filtered 
through  my  subconscious. 

"What  aspect  of  mordants  are  you 
investigating?",  I  parried  coolly.  "How 
they  bind  dyes  into  fabrics"  she  replied. 


With  relief  I  directed  our  search  to  the 
600s  and  textiles. 

Awed  by  the  ambitious  projects  tack- 
led by  the  students,  I  was  surprised  but 
not  completely  taken  aback  when  a  girl 
in  grade  5  asked  me  if  we  had  anything 
on  anaesthesia.  I  asked  her  to  repeat 
her  question,  then  suggested  that  we 
start  with  the  more  elementary  books 
on  the  process  of  sleep.  She  looked  at 
me  quizzically.  At  the  end  of  the  library 
period  she  approached  me  shyly  in  the 
stacks  and  ventured,  "I  think  her  name 
is  Anastasia."  Fortunately,  I  had  heard 
of  the  Anastasia  Krupnik  series  (Anas- 
tasia, Ask  Your  Analyst!  by  Lois  Lowry. 
And  fortunately  we  had  the  books! 

Collection  development  for  such  a 
wide  age  range  poses  similar  chal- 
lenges. My  own  involvement  in  the 
world  of  books  prior  to  taking  my  MLS 
degree  was  in  the  publishing  industry, 
as  an  editor  and  accounts  manager. 

In  attempting  to  promote  a  manu- 
script to  an  editorial  board  or  a  book  to 
a  sales  team,  I  was  often  guilty  of  rec- 
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ommendations  such  as  "a  must  for 
every  Canadian  library".  On  the  other 
side  of  the  marketing  equation,  I  have  to 
be  extremely  selective  in  what  I  pur- 
chase. 

I  look  for  books  which  can  serve 
double  or  triple  duty,  such  as  The 
Medieval  Woman  (history /women's 
studies /art)  or  books  that  treat  a  single 
subject  at  the  correct  grade  level  in  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  manner,  for 
example  the  Nature's  Children  series 
on  individual  animals. 

Current  Projects 

Among  the  initiatives  this  year  was 
an  attempt  to  crack  down  on  overdue 
books  and  to  tighten  borrowing  proce- 
dures. Greater  consistency  in  catalogu- 
ing and  fuller  cataloguing  of  new  titles 
were  other  concerns. 

In  the  fall  we  arranged  for  grade  12 
students  to  tour  the  University  of 
Manitoba  libraries. 

Also  in  the  fall  we  experimented  with 
a  Great  Owl  Book  Fair  which  drew  large 
numbers  of  students,  staff  and  parents 
into  the  library  to  purchase  a  wide 
selection  of  books  and  posters — pur- 
chases which  netted  the  library  both 
cash  and  book  bonuses. 

The  library  proved  a  natural  resource 
base  for  the:  "Reach  for  the  Top"  team 
which  Balmoral  Hall  entered  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years.  Much  appre- 
ciated were  the  encyclopedia,  books  of 
lists,  and  series  such  as  "How  To  Recog- 
nize Baroque,  Roman  Art". 

When  Balmoral  Hall  alumna,  Kather- 
ine  Vlassie,  was  reading  from  her  first 
novel,  Children  of  Byzantium,  at  Cen- 
tennial Library,  we  arranged  for  her  to 
come  to  the  school  to  speak  to  the 
senior  English  classes.  The  visit  proved 
enjoyable  for  both  Ms.  Vlassie  and  the 
students. 

This  spring  we  have  been  arranging 
for  students  to  attend  workshops  given 
by  poet  Anne  Szumigalski,  Writer-in- 
Residence  at  the  Winnipeg  Public  Li- 
brary 


Inventory  and  Integration 

We  will  soon  have  completed  a  major 
inventory  of  the  library's  collection.  To 
complicate  matters  for  us — and  in  or- 
der to  simplify  matters  for  users  later — 
we  have  integrated  the  previously  sepa- 
rate collections  of  junior  and  senior 
level  non-fiction. 

All  material  on  a  given  subject  will  be 
in  one  place  with  colour  coding  to  indi- 
cate the  intended  level  of  material. 

In  keeping  with  the  new  terminology 
which  designates  the  library  as  a  media 
resource  centre,  we  have  collected  all 
audio-visual  material  from  various 
classrooms  to  form  the  nucleus  of  an 
AV  collection  in  the  library.  Included  in 
this  collection  will  be  the  excellent  vide- 
otapes available  from  the  dubbing  sec- 
tion of  the  Manitoba  Education  Library. 

Future  Plans 

In  the  near  future  it  will  be  necessary 
to  focus  on  strengthening  weak  areas  of 
the  collection.  The  English  literature 
section  in  particular  requires  attention 
and  needs  a  large  infusion  of  both  pri- 
mary and  critical  works  by  and  about 
Canadian,  American  and  English  au- 
thors both  classic  and  modern. 

Books  on  modern  history  and  politics 
are  also  required.  We  must  also  antici- 
pate the  increasing  needs  of  the  ex- 
panding primary  grades. 

We  must  offer  improved  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  library  and  in  research 
methods  in  general,  tying  these  in  with 
the  school's  emphasis  on  study  skills. 
Rather  than  teaching  library  skills  in 
isolation,  librarians  and  teachers  are 
now  working  together  in  many  schools 
on  cooperative  programs  to  plan  re- 
search projects  which  involve  the  use  of 
the  library's  resources,  ensuring 
greater  coordination.  This  can  be  done 
at  all  grade  levels. 

Balmoral  Hall  has  computer  termi- 
nals in  every  junior  school  classroom, 
including  kindergarten,  and  a  large 
computer  lab  used  by  both  junior  and 
senior  students. 


Computer  technology  should  be  in- 
troduced into  the  library  if  we  are  to 
make  maximum  use  of  the  technology 
available  to  us. 

The  computer  can  serve  as  a  tool  not 
only  to  facilitate  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  library,  such  as  circu- 
lation, but,  more  significantly,  to  intro- 
duce students  to  the  more  sophisti- 
cated and  comprehensive  research 
strategies  available  today,  especially  in 
the  universities. 

The  full  text  of  the  Grolier  encyclope- 
dia, for  example,  is  now  available  on- 
line. With  this  capacity,  it  is  now  pos- 
sible to  search  for  a  term  anywhere  in 
the  text  itself.  It  is  also  possible  to  link 
terms  to  expand  or  limit  one's  search. 
These  are  important  new  concepts  and 
the  technology  which  supports  them  is 
exciting. 

Return  of  a  River  Watcher 

Margaret  Laurence  returns  at  the 
end  of  TheDiviners to  the  river.  With  the 
wind  blowing  in  the  opposite  direction 
to  that  of  the  current,  the  river  appears 
to  the  watcher  to  be  "flowing  both 
ways — Look  ahead  into  the  past,  and 
back  into  the  future...." 

Today  I  have  the  luxury  of  river 
watching  on  a  weekend  afternoon  in 
April.  The  Assiniboine  sparkles  under  a 
clear  blue  sky  and  flickers  have  re- 
turned to  the  riverbank.  The  business 
of  the  library,  too,  is  cyclical. 

Books  are  borrowed  and  returned. 
Date  due  slips  record  the  seasonal 
nature  of  the  curriculum — a  book  is 
borrowed  for  projects  in  Oct.  79,  Oct. 
82,  Oct.  83.  Oct.87. 

But  river  watching  also  reminds  us 
that  the  library  must  keep  moving, 
growing,  adapting  as  Balmoral  Hall  de- 
velops. 
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Balanced  curriculum  prepares  girls 
for  success  in  changing  world 


By  Ken  Burr 
Director  of  Studies 


In  the  planning  of  curriculum  for 
the  senior  school  at  Balmoral 
Hall  School,  we  must  look  ahead 
to  the  future  to  examine  what 
skills  and  experiences  our  students  will 
need  to  be  successful  (not  to  mention 
how  do  you  define  successful). 

What  will  be  the  trends  in  the  career 
market,  and  how  will  these  trends  af- 
fect our  students?  What  university 
courses  will  our  students  choose?  What 
background  education  will  they  need  to 
be  successful  at  these  courses?  Then 
we  plan  to  give  our  students  these  skills 
and  experiences. 

We  must  also  look  ahead  to  predict 
the  type  of  student  we  will  be  educating. 
What  will  be  our  share  of  the  gifted  and 
talented  students,  the  enriched  stu- 
dents and  the  average  students?  What 
will  be  their  background  education? 
What  will  be  their  interests  and  ambi- 
tions? 

Then  we  plan  our  curriculum  and 
time  table  to  give  our  teachers  the  tools 
and  time  to  best  meet  the  needs  of  our 
students. 

Two  major  trends  appear  to  be  shap- 
ing the  career  market  for  the  21st  cen- 
tury: there  will  be  many  more  office 
careers  for  professionals  as  technology 
replaces  the  labour  jobs,  and  there  will 
be  many  more  careers  in  the  techno- 
logical areas. 

We  must  expose  our  students  to 
these  careers,  and  prepare  them  for  the 
university  courses  necessary  for  suc- 


cess in  these  careers.  But  how  do  we  do 
this? 

The  Ontario  Federation  of  Women 
Teachers  has  identified  the  junior  high 
years  as  the  key  time  to  expose  female 
students  to  careers  in  technology.  They 
felt  that  if  they  waited  until  the  senior 
high  years  to  expose  the  students  to 
these  careers,  male/female  stereotyp- 
ing may  prevent  the  female  students 
from  pursuing  a  career  in  a  technologi- 
cal area. 

The  research  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Mathematics  Teachers  in  the 
United  States  has  indicated  that  the 
junior  high  years  are  the  pivotal  time  for 
female  students  to  gain  an  understand- 
ing and  love  for  mathematics  and  sci- 
ence. Again,  the  research  indicated 
that  the  male/female  stereotyping  in 
the  senior  high  years  may  prevent 
female  students  from  pursuing  studies 
in  mathematics  and  science. 

Across  North  America,  the  trend  in 
education  has  been  to  place  the  empha- 
sis in  curriculum  on  the  elementary 
grades,  Kindergarten  to  grade  6,  and 
the  senior  high  grades,  10  to  12.  The 
junior  high  grades,  7  to  9,  for  the  most 
part,  have  been  ignored. 

The  two  studies  outlined  above  and 
our  own  experience  at  Balmoral  Hall 
indicate  that  this  is  a  mistake!  The 
emphasis  in  curriculum  should  be 
shared  equally  in  all  three  areas  of 
education.  In  fact,  the  above  research 
and  our  own  experience  indicates  that 
the  quality  of  the  curriculum  in  the 
junior  high  grades  may  play  a  signifi- 
cant role  in  the  future  career  decisions 
of  our  students. 

With  all  the  above  in  mind,  we  have 
decided  to  make  some  adjustments  to 


the  program  for  grades  7  to  9  at  Bal- 
moral Hall.  The  Task  Force  2000  Report 
states  that  we  "continue  to  offer  a  lib- 
eral arts  education  with  a  balanced 
curriculum,  including  superior 
enriched  'core'  subjects  (English, 
mathematics  and  science)..."  There- 
fore, we  will  offer  three  levels  of  classes 
in  English,  science  and  mathematics  in 
grades  7,  8  and  9  in  order  to  best  meet 
the  needs  of  our  junior  high  students. 

Group  one  is  the  regular  Balmoral 
Hall  curriculum  which  surpasses  the 
Department  of  Education  guidelines. 
Emphasis  is  placed  on  mastering  the 
"core"  topics.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
group  will  be  able  to  master  the  course 
topics,  but  not  have  much  time  for 
enrichment. 

Group  two  is  the  regular  Balmoral 
Hall  curriculum  plus  enrichment, 
which  offers  extension  in  course  mate- 
rial at  grade  level,  and  some  advance- 
ment of  course  material  beyond  the 
grade  level. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  group  will  be 
able  to  cover  the  course  topics  with 
considerable  time  left  for  extension 
activities.  This  group  works  very  well  at 
grade  level,  but  has  difficulty  with  ad- 
vanced work. 

Group  three  is  the  talented  curricu- 
lum, which  offers  advancement  of 
course  material  beyond  grade  level  to 
the  point  where  the  students  will  com- 
plete their  course  work  a  year  early  and 
advance  to  higher  level  work. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  group  has 
the  necessary  grade  level  mastery  of  the 
course  material  already.  The  needs  of 
this  group  are  best  met  by  letting  them 
advance  to  the  next  grade  level. 
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There  will  not  be  ability  grouping  in 
the  other  subjects  taught  at  the  junior 
high  level  in  order  that  all  students  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  communicate 
with  their  peers. 

The  career  guidance  program  at  Bal- 
moral Hall  will  be  enhanced  to  meet  the 
need  of  the  students  to  experience  ca- 
reers. There  will  be  field  trips  to  explore 
careers,  the  continuation  of  the  very 
successful  Careers  Day,  more  guest 
speakers  focusing  on  careers,  and  an 
expanded  career  guidance  department 
in  the  school.  Perhaps  parents  and 
alumnae  could  volunteer  to  assist  in 
giving  our  students  these  experiences. 

The  Mission  Statement  of  Balmoral 
Hall  School  as  stated  in  the  Task  Force 
2000  Report  is  as  follows: 

"Balmoral  Hall,  a  Kindergarten-to- 
university  entrance  school,  prepares 
young  women  for  academic,  social  and 
leadership  success  in  a  changing 
world." 

One  of  the  joys  of  a  career  in  teaching 
is  watching  your  former  student  suc- 
ceed in  her  chosen  career.  By  institut- 
ing the  adjustments  to  our  curriculum, 
as  stated,  we  will  go  a  long  way  towards 
ensuring  the  validity  of  the  Mission 
Statement. 


Promotion  program  fills  classes 


This  poster,  together  with  an  accompanying  brochure  drew  more  children  than 
Balmoral  could  accommodate  in  its  new  Junior  Kindergarten  and  Kindergarten 
programs. 


BIG  STEPS 
FOR 
LITTLE  FEET 


.Witt*1*" 


■  small  classes 

■  a  success-oriented 
environment 

■  foundation  concepts  and 
readiness  skills 

■  a  framework  for  encouraging 
growth 

■  qualified  teachers 

Programs  provide  positive  intro- 
duction to  school.  Focus  is  on 
the  needs  and  interests  of  the 
preschool  child  in  a  stimulating, 
happy,  learning  atmosphere. 


For  a 
placement 
interview  call: 
Mrs.  B.  Honey 
Registrar 
(204)  786-8643 


Balmoral 
Hall 
School 

630  Westminster 
Avenue 

"Where  academic 
excellence  begins  " 
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The  other  half  of  education: 
developing  the  "three  Ds" 


At  Balmoral  Hall  physical 
education  is  a  traditional 
part  of  the  school  day  for 
students  from  kindergarten 
to  grade  1 1 .  In  senior  school,  students 
participate  in  two  to  four  hours  of  in- 
struction and  activity  weekly.  Individ- 
ual and  team  sports  are  encouraged, 
with  emphasis  on  lifetime  sports  in  the 
senior  grades. 

Apart  from  the  physical  education 
class  program,  the  school  has  several 
levels  of  competitive  sports  for  those 
students  wishing  to  participate.  These 
range  from  in-house  sports  events  to 
individual  and  team  sports  at  the  inter- 
school  level. 

Our  athletic  program  provides  a  fo- 
rum for  students  to  work  with  other 
students  and  to  develop  a  deep  sense  of 
team  camaraderie  and  togetherness. 
Athletics  also  brings  a  school  closer 
together  and  increases  school  spirit 
and  pride — as  witnessed  by  our  three 
championship  teams  in  1987. 

An  athlete  who  sets  high  personal 
and  team  goals  will  constantly  be  striv- 
ing to  improve  on  the  "three  Ds" — dedi- 
cation, determination  and  desire. 
These  skills  will  be  valuable  in  everyday 
life  now  and  in  the  future. 

This  philosophy  paid  off  after  three 
years  in  1987  when  sports  fever  ran 
high  in  Richardson  Hall:  the  varsity 
volleyball  and  basketball  teams  won 
the  zone  championships,  a  first  for 
Balmoral  Hall;  the  junior  volleyball 
team  also  won  its  league  champion- 


ship. 

"These  successes  sparked  tremen- 
dous interest  and  enthusiasm  in  inter- 
school  sports,"  says  Mrs.  Heather 
Westdal,  physical  education  teacher. 
"With  sports'  clinics,  good  coaching, 
hard  work  and  keen  interest,  Balmoral 
Hall  teams  are  continuing  to  build  on 
their  achievements". 

Volleyball,  basketball,  badminton, 
curling,  softball  and  track  and  field  are 


some  of  the  activities  you  can  find  the 
girls  actively  involved  in  at  the  inter- 
school  and  zone  levels. 

This  has  been  another  banner  year 
for  Balmoral  Hall!  The  varsity  volleyball 
team  won  the  coveted  Spartan  Cup  in 
Calgary  for  spirit  and  sportsmanship, 
another  first  for  Balmoral  Hall.  Fresh- 
man and  varsity  teams  finished  in  the 
middle  of  their  leagues;  the  junior  vol- 
leyball and  junior  basketball  teams 


Physical  training  class  at  Riverbend  in 
1935. 
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placed  second  in  their  respective 
leagues. 

With  the  number  of  students  partici- 
pating in  sports  and  the  growing  enthu- 
siasm, the  coming  years  will  see  Bal- 
moral Hall  true  Blazer  Champions 

"Learning  how  to  be  a  winner — not 
only  winning,  but  also  how  to  act  like  a 
winner  and  how  to  lose  like  one — is  a 
very  important  characteristic,"  Westdal 
emphasizes.  "Learning  to  feel  good 
about  yourself  develops  a  comfortable 
level  of  self-esteem  and  self-confi- 
dence— win,  lose  or  draw!" 


Junior  Volleyball  Team  'B'.  Back  Row: 
Elinor  Simons,  Louise  Coyle,  Cindy 
Young;Middle  Row:  Carolyn  Russell, 
Shauna  Cook,  Laurie  Tanner,  Heather 
Jessiman,  Danielle  Rice.  Front  Row: 
Kelly  Brown,  Kim  Westdal. 


Junior  Volley  Ball  Tournament,  1988 


Grades  2  and  3  physical  education  class  on  the  balance  beam,  1955-56. 


Junior  Volleyball  Team,  1987-88:  Nancy  Ganas, 
Shandis  Price,  Jennifer  Adams,  Becky  Bomek, 
Reesa  Cowan,  Stacle  Karlowsky  and  Natalie 
Plank. 


Junior  Volley  Ball  'H'  Team.  Front  Row:  Jackie  Honey,  Jane  Williams,  Nadine 
Osborne,  Rebecca  Dillon.  Back  Row:  Dianna  Mark,  Michelle  Clarke,  Daphne 
Guerrero,  Sarah  McNally,  Shelly  Bhayana. 
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'The  Crucible'  may  be  start 
of  new  drama  tradition 


By  Catriona  Runcie 
Grade  12 


T 


he  class  of '88  wanted  to  leave 
their  mark  at  the  school  and 
they  did  so  in  the  form  of  a 
play. 

The  Crucible'  was  chosen  to  be  the 
first  in  what  they  hope  will  be  a  long  tra- 
dition of  senior,  non-musical  drama  at 
Balmoral  Hall. 

The  production  was  organized  and 
presented  by  the  students,  everything 
from  publicity  to  props. 

No  sooner  had  the  idea  of  the  play 
been  discussed  and  approved  than  the 
girls  were  faced  with  the  problem  of 
boys;  where  to  find  them  and  how  to  get 
them  interested  in  their  play. 

Fortunately,  the  boys  were  not  averse 
to  the  prospect  of  spending  time  at  a 
girls'  school  and  came  willingly  from 
schools  throughout  Winnipeg  to  audi- 
tion. 

Through  the  enthusiasm  and  hard 
work  of  the  cast,  and  Ms.  Axworthy's 
guidance,  the  production  was  a  great 
success. 

The  'Crucible'  by  Arthur  Miller  de- 
picts the  witch  hunts  of  Salem,  Mass., 
which  took  place  in  the  late  1 7th  cen- 
tury. The  play  was  written  in  the  U.S. 
during  the  McCarthy  era. 


Jennifer  Snodgrass  as  Tituba 


Amy  Stewart  plays  lead  Abigail  Williams  oppo- 
site Joe  Martin  as  John  Proctor. 


Kristin  Shanski,  Amy  Stewart  and  Christine 
Mclnnes  in  a  dramatic  scene  from  The  Crucible. 


Right:  Dena  Leibrecht,  Joe  Martin  in  the  leading 
roles  of  Abigail  Williams  and  John  Proctor;  sup- 
porting roles  by  Carol  Ann  Myers,  Christine 
Mclnnes  and  Cassie  Klagh. 
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Carousel  busts  out 
all  over! 


Balmoral  Hall  continued  the  tradi- 
tion of  producing  excellent  musi- 
cals with  this  year's  production  of 
Rodger  and  Hammerstein's  'Carou- 
sel.' 

Enthusiastic  audiences  on  four 
successive  evenings  enjoyed  the 
fine  singing  of  the  cast,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Pat  Rabson. 


Maya  Prabhu  plays  an  elegant  lady. 


A  bevy  of  backstage  beauties. 


Melissa  Narviss  acts  as  make-up  artist  back- 
stage. 


Above:  "When  I  Marry  Mr.  Snow."  Right: 
The  end  of  "June  is  Bustin'  Out  All  Over. 
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Going  for  gold 


Rebecca  McArton  and 
Ms.  Linda  Martin,  coach 

In  a  manner  of 
speaking 

Rebecca  McArton,  grade  10,  is 
not  a  student  who  has  difficulty 
expressing  herself.  One  of  sev- 
eral students  from  Canada  competing 
in  the  World  Public  Speaking  Champi- 
onships in  England  in  March,  Rebecca 
capped  fourth  place  among  finalists 
from  the  U.K.,  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 

Rebecca  was  the  competition's 
youngest  competitor. 

Rebecca  won  the  right  to  represent 
Canada  by  placing  second  overall  in  the 
Canadian  Independent  Public  Speak- 
ing Championships  held  at  Branksome 
Hall  earlier  in  the  year.  In  the  same 
competition,  Balmoral  Hall's  team 
placed  third  among  3 1  schools  compet- 
ing. 


Music  to  the  ears 

The  grade  4  to  6  choir  won  the 
historic  Premier  Norquay  Shield 
at  the  Manitoba  Music  Festival 
with  their  first-place  performance  of 
The  Vagabond  Song"  and  The  Lepre- 
chaun." The  choir  was  directed  by 
Phyllis  Ilavsky. 

The  shield  has  special  significance  to 
Balmoral:  the  trophy  was  given  to  the 
festival  over  60  years  ago  by  Sir  James 
Aikins  during  his  term  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Manitoba. 

Sharon  Yeung,  grade  4,  received  the 
highest  mark  in  the  province  in  her 
examination  for  grade  5  piano.  She 
qualifies  for  the  Royal  Conservatory  of 
Music  of  Toronto  silver  medal. 


Students  initiate 
collection 

Reflections  is  a  new  literary  pub- 
lication produced  by  Balmoral 
Hall  students.  It  is  a  collection 
of  poems,  plays,  stories  and  informal 
essays  written  by  students  in  grades  8 
to  12. 

In  Reflections,  their  feelings  and 
emotions  are  expressed,  and  different 
views  of  life  are  presented.  The  collec- 
tion has  been  typed  and  assembled  by 
the  grade  8  girls.  We  hope  that  it  will  be 
appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  the  stu- 
dents, parents,  teachers  and  alumnae 
of  Balmoral  Hall  School.  Reflections 
went  on  sale  May  15. 


Superb  showing  at 
science  symposium 

If  science  is  the  wave  of  the  future, 
Balmoral  Hall  students  will  be  rid- 
ing the  crest  —  13  of  the  17  entries 
were  medal  winners  at  the  Manitoba 
Science  Symposium  held  this  spring. 

Winning  gold  medals  were  Michelle 
Clarke  and  Sally  Norgate,  grades  5 
and  6;  Ainslee  Price,  Jennifer  Lukov- 
ich,  Grace  Chow,  Elinor  Simons, 
Jane  Nasser-Sharif,  and  Adrian  Her- 
sak,  grades  7  to  9. 

Silver  medallists  were  Sara  Hilder- 
man,  Angela  Wong,  Wendy  Ip,  Shelly 
Bhayana,  with  Megan  Sweatman  and 
Jennifer  Milner  winning  a  bronze. 

Special  awards  were  also  given  to 
Michelle  Clarke  (biological  animal 
sicence.  Intermediate);  Jennifer 
Lukovich  (biological  plant  science, 
junior  high)  Grace  Chow  (chemistry, 
junior  high);  Adrian  Hersak  (mathe- 
matics and  science,  junior  high);EIinor 
Simons  (Outstanding  Award  Overall, 
junior  high);  and  Wendy  Ip  (Math 
Quiz). 

The  Manitoba  Science  Symposium  is 
a  highly  competitive  science  fair  which 
attracts  entries  from  schools  across  the 
province. 
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Sports:  better, 
higher,  faster 

Caroline  Russell  received  her  Royal 
Life  Saving  Program  Bronze  Medallion. 
She  also  won  the  Manitoba  Open 
Squash  Tournament  (Women's  'C  Divi- 
sion) Februrary  6  at  the  Winnipeg  Win- 
ter Club. 

Allison  Nichol  attended  the  annual 
LUPO  Memorial  Meet  for  gymnastics  in 
Minot,  N.  D.  Her  team,  the  Panthers, 
placed  first  in  the  meet  and  Allison 
second  in  the  all-round  gymnastic  cate- 
gory. She  went  on  to  win  first  place  in 
the  uneven  bars  and  first  place  on  the 
balance  beam. 

Sally  Norgate,  grade  6,  won  the  Ot- 
tawa and  District  Junior  Open  Squash 
Tournament  for  girls  under  1 2. 

Michelle  Clarke,  grade  6,  came  first  in 
the  girls  12  and  under  downhill  slalom 
race  at  Falcon  Lake. 

Tiffany  Foster,  grade  5,  won  the  gold 
medal  in  tumbling  at  the  Provincial 
Gymnastics  Championships. 

Hayley  Nepon,  grade  3,  won  a  gold 
medal  in  karate  at  the  Manitoba  Provin- 
cial Championships  for  athletes  10  and 
under. 


School  choir  wins 
the  west 

Under  the  direction  of  music 
head,  Pat  Rabson,  Balmoral 
Hall's  senior  choir  is  participat- 
ing in  a  choir  exchange  program  with 
York  House  School  in  Vancouver. 

The  exchange  got  underway  this 
spring  with  a  five-day  performance  tour 
by  Balmoral's  choir  to  the  west  coast. 

Directed  by  Ms.  Rabson  with  Rene  du 


Moissac  accompanist,  the  19 -member 
choir  gave  concerts  at  York  House 
School  and  St.  George's  School  in 
Vancouver,  in  Shaunigan  Lake  School 
Chapel  in  Shaunigan  Lake,  and  in  St. 
Phillip's  Oak  Bay  Church  in  Victoria. 

The  choir  was  met  on  their  arrival  in 
Vancouver  by  York  House  families  who 
billeted  the  girls  and  acted  as  their 
hosts  during  their  stay  in  Vancouver. 
The  schedule  also  allowed  for  a  pep 
rally  at  York  House  and  social  events 
organized  by  the  York  House  choir  and 
billeting  families. 

The  tour  concluded  with  a  presenta- 
tion of  sacred  music  at  the  9:00  and 
1 1 :00  a.m.  services  at  St.  Phillip's  Oak 
Bay  Church.  Among  those  present  to 
hear  the  choir  were  Riverbend  alumna, 
Margaret  (Stovel)  Smith,  a  member  of 
St.  Phillip's  Church  choir,  former  Head- 
master Tom  Russell,  and  a  number  of 
west  coast  alumnae. 

The  trip  brought  an  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse from  the  choir  members.  The 
school  is  planning  a  full  schedule  of 
events  for  the  planned  visit  of  York 
School  to  Balmoral  sometime  next 
spring. 


Accolades  in  art 

Emily  Staunton,  grade  6,  won  the 
Manitoba  Energy  and  Mines  energy 
conservation  poster  contest.  Her  draw- 
ing was  sleeted  from  2,000  submitted 
and  appears  on  their  1988  calendar. 

NeelaKati,  grade  6,  won  the  Canadian 
Book  Jacket  contest  at  the  Centennial 
Library.  The  contest  was  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  Children's  Book  Fes- 
tival. 

Jill  Adams,  grade  4,  had  her  poetry- 
photography  entry,  "Sunset,"  accepted 
by  the  magazine,  Creative  Kids,  a 
magazine  for  the  gifted,  to  be  published 
in  September. 


Math  wizards  win 
top  Canadian  scores 

In  the  national  mathematics  competi- 
tion, University  of  Waterloo  Tests,  the 
math  wizardry  team  of  Jane  Nasser- 
Sharif,  Kathryn  Aldous,  Angela 
Wong,  Amy  Johnson,  Anita  Soni, 
Amanda  Gyles,  Elinor  Simons  and 
Wendy  Ip  placed  ninth  In  the  province 
in  the  Grade  9  Pascal  Contest. 

The  top  three  grade  9  scores  were: 
Elinor  Simons  and  Wendy  Ip  (top  two 
percent  in  Canada)  and  Jane  Nasser- 
Sharif  (top  ten  percent  in  Canada) 

Ju-Nee  Yeo  won  a  medal  for  finishing  in 
the  top  10  percent  in  Canada  for  grade 
11. 
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Morning's  at  five 


Dawn  breaks  slowly  over  the 
Manitoba  prairie  in  Febru- 
ary. In  the  country,  prepara- 
tions to  come  to  Balmoral 
Hall's  Scholarship  Day  begin  well  be- 
fore daylight. 

It's  indicative  of  the  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm Scholarship  Day  generates 
that  the  early  rising  and  drive  to  Win- 
nipeg is  undertaken  as  a  matter  of 
course.  This  enthusiasm  continues  as 
candidates  and  their  parents  arrive  at 
the  school  well  before  8:30  a.m.  and 
commence  perusing  the  course  of  stud- 
ies and  other  material. 

If  candidates  experience  a  moment  of 
shyness  in  new  unfamiliar  surround- 
ings it  is  quickly  dispelled  by  student 
guides  who  conduct  tours  of  the  school 
and  provide  background  notes  and 
anecdotes  of  student  life. 

The  ranks  are  swelled  at  10:00  a.m. 
by  Balmoral  Hall  candidates  dashing  to 


lockers  to  change  from  jeans  to  uni- 
forms. Other  students  arrive  to  take 
part  in  school  play  rehearsals,  debating 
practice  and  other  activities. 

In  the  gym-cum-classroom,  talking 
abruptly  stops  and  rows  of  faces  turn 
attentively  to  the  instructors  for  the 
examination  procedure;  for  the  grade  6 
students,  the  anticipation  of  moving  up 
to  senior  school  is  somewhat  —  well, 
"awesome." 

Dalton  House  Dining  Hall,  which 
assumes  an  easy  informality  from 
Monday  to  Friday,  is  transformed  on 
Scholarship  Day  to  reflect  the  occasion. 
Guests,  students  and  staff  fill  the  din- 
ing hall.  Well-rehearsed  Prefects  serve 
the  cordon  bleu;  the  tension  of  the  two- 
hour  examination  is  forgotten. 

Interviews  wind  up  the  afternoon.  For 
some  families  it's  been  a  long  day.  For 
now,  it's  just  a  matter  of  wondering — 
and  waiting  for  the  mail. 


We  apologize  to  Riverbendersfor  neglecting  to  include  their  first  uniform  in  the  array 
of  school  dress  over  the  years  at  Reunion  '87.  The  "missing  uniform''  is  described  as 
follows:  Navy  tunic,  navy  blazer  with  light  blue  and  dark  blue  corded  trim,  light  blue 
shirt,  tie  striped  in  light  and  dark  blue.  The  crest  was  worn  on  the  front  of  the  tunic. 


Scholarship 
Recipients  1988-89 

The  Alumnae  Association  announced 
the  winners  of  scholarships  named  for 
their  founding  schools: 

Havergal 

Megan  Kozminski 
Louise  Coyle 
Mary  Kontzamanis 
Amy  Johnson 
Maya  Prabhu 

Rupert's  Land 

Kathryn  Aldous 
Rebecca  Bomek 
Daphne  Guerrero 
Dana  McGillivray 

Riverbend 

Heulwen  Jones 
Arifa  Lucman 
Lynne  Sullivan 
Geetika  Verma 

Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary  scholarship 
winners  are  as  follows: 

Mary-Beth  Barker 
Christina  Spafford 

Open  Scholarship 

Michelle  Clarke 
Jolene  Harvey 
Jane  Nasser-Sharif 
Christine  Novotny 
Shaista  Mohammad  i 

Entrance  Scholarships 

Caroline  D'Cunha 
Alison  Fleming 
Jennifer  Feldman 
Deborah  Pauls 
Shaila  Seshia 
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Fabulous  evening  of  dining, 
dancing  and  fun 


T 

school. 


he  Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary 
has  been  hosting  the  gala 
May  Ball  since  1974  as  a 
primary  fundraiser  for  the 


This  year  the  dance  committee  cre- 
ated a  fabulous  evening  of  dining, 
dancing,  and  fun  at  the  silent  auction 
table. 

Fuchsia  and  silver  stars  decked  the 
Westin  Ballroom  and  300  enjoyed 
themselves  while,  at  the  same  time, 
supporting  the  school. 

Funds  raised  are  directed  toward 
scholarships  and  physical  improve- 
ments to  enhance  school  life. 

The  success  of  this  event  reflects  a 
commitment  to  the  school  as  it  moves 
toward  continuing  growth  and  enrich- 
ment. 


May  Ball  '88  committee  pauses  for  a 
group  photo:  L  to  R,  Marilyn  Clarke, 
Maria  Pona,  Deirdre  Kozminski,  Mau- 
reen Watchom  (Chairperson),  Peggy 
Dillon,  Lorrie  Auty,  Pat  Rankin,  Jane 
Staunton,  Elza  Wiebe. 
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Karen  and  Ken  Burr  pose  with  Chair- 
man Bob  Kozminski  (R)  and  Deirdre 
Kozminski  (L). 


Roland  Penner  absorbed  in  silent  bid- 
ding. 


Socializing  at  the  gala  reception.  Guests  crowd  the  silent  auction  table. 

Boogeying  the  night  away  at  the  May  Ball 


Balmoral  Hall  School 


